WEALDSTONE *

ROYAL BLUE/WHITE/WHITE &

G Archie MATTHEWS I
Jack COOK 2

Anthony GEORGIOU 3 |

Deon WOODMAN 4

Alex DYER 5 | |

’ Mason BARRETT 6
Enzio BOLDEWIIN 7

Craig EASTMOND 8

Sean ADARKWA 9

Max KRETZSCHMAR 10

Todd MILLER 11

G Jacob ADAMS 13 [

Micah OBIERO 14
Luke DREHER 16
" Dom HUTCHINSON 17

Christian SCOTT I8 [

Adrian MARIAPPA © 19
l Sam ASHFORD 20

Kallum CESAY 21 |
AlexREID 22 |

Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH 23
Henry SANDAT 24

Jack WELLS-MORRISON 25 |

Elliot THORPE 26
Declan PHILLIPS 28
Callum McFARLANE 29

TODAY'S LINE-UPS

BRAINTREE TOWN

ORANGE/NAVY/ORANGE

| 3 Ryan CLAMPIN

| 4 George LANGSTON
| 5 Louie ANNESLEY
6 James VENNINGS

| 7 Tom BLACKWVELL

8 Marley

MARSHALL-MIRANDA

G Sam HOWES 31 |

Brandon MASON 32 |

9 Inih EFFIONG

10 Callum POWELL
11 Chay COOPER
12 Jamal FYFIELD

_| 14 John AKINDE

I5 Frankie TERRY

_| 16 Kyrell LISBIE
18 Matt ROBINSON

20 Paris LOCKE
22 Jermain FRANCIS

_| 23 Finley WILKINSON
_| 24 Conor KELLY

||

25 Rio DAVIDSON-PHIPPS
33 Lucas COVOLAN G
Michael BROTHERS

| 1 Jacob KNIGHTBRIDGE G

Officials Referee: Aaron Farmer Assistants: Ciaran Fidler and Anthony Da Costa
Fourth Official: Graham Swanton Observer: William Jordan Coach: Stephan Dunn
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26 The Bishops Avenue

High End Residenial New Build BRAINTREE TOWN - WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2024

Good Evening and

: |
‘W welcome to
% Grosvenor Vale, for
= our National League
, fixture against [ | S t

BY MARK HYDE

It's a bit of a novelty
playing on a Wednesday
evening but as you will have worked out,
tonight’s fixture has been chosen to be

televised by DAZN.

Tonight has also been chosen by the gl
club to raise funds and awareness for ; woo o RE TN E o)

. they intend to run a coach for supporters, to our

Ly Yoy YVealdsto_ne F‘,: Foundation FA yCup Ist round game away 'at'éﬁ?r;sby on
with all tonight's gate receipts being donated to November the 2nd details are as follows - Adult
expand the programmes it runs in and for the local £35 / U16 £15 / Adult & U16 £45. This ic
SRR exceptional value as always but needs your

Wealdstone FC has alwa?rs been morelthan justa support. Bookings can be made at the club shop or
football club and by extension our trust is 2 stwicse.demoed.co.tk

committed to transforming lives through it’s So straight back into the saddle following

initiatives. Full details on the Wealdstone FC H 3
ek Saturday’s home defeat to Yeavil as we hope to
Foundatlongan bT]foT("d Iate”rfi n_th]s finally kick start our season.
prsc_)gr arnine Al wets Al dyou ; &}'a?:jli‘ Suppart. Lets get behind the team and become that all
ince my notes on Saturday the Vvealdstone important 12th man Mark

Supporters Club have published confirmation that

Rolfe East are an established independent Property Agency with offices in
West London covering your sales and lettings needs. Experienced teams o e

also focus on Land, Development and Commercial opportunities and can

be contacted on
WWW.RGLEE asT COM East
0208 579 4080

Wealdstone FC

pfFlew

T CIRTES i I B REALTT

Z 1S
[ JT] HARROW WINDOWS LTD |

Tel: (02:0) 8931 8818 E-Mail: office&harrowwindows.co.uk
WWW. HARROWWINDOWS.CO.UK

DARRELL PARSONS

I have been a local resident for over forty years and followed local football during that time, regularly
attending Wealdstone matches since the move to Grosvenor Vale, in between my visits to Selhurst Park -
I'was born and brought up in south London and have been a Crystal Palace season ticket holder for many
years. | continue to be impressed with the positive impact of the club (and supporters club) on the local
area and community and enjoy seeing the Stones punching above their weight.

Building Excellence

GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing

Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services.
Hopefully, the future looks bright for the Stones, especially with the prospect of the new stadium.

gpflewis.co.uk
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WiV Al mwi Mayers Chal Pam Phalianapong Football Club is Wealdstone
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T\aail ol Baar il Football Club (2000} Ltd

inve thiwiie (Registered Number 03953962).
Gl Aty Shares in excess of 10% are
Cnmin Miwer held by Peter Marsden Property
Pl of Avactatny Brane Crampua Finance Ltd & Wealdstone FC
ik Walah Supporters Club

GROUND REGULATIONS

[Peapite are only allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and regulations:
17 The chuly reserves the right to efect from the ground any person wha is considered Lo have committed any of the following acts:
«Lnterng the ground through any means other than through the turnstiles or entrances

Lntering the held of plag'r before, during or after a game without pricr authorisation
+Belng drunk, or under the influence of alcohol or drugs « Using viclence of any nature
« Carrying items which may be considered a danger to others, including cans, bottles, or glasses containing alcoholic beverages
« Throwing any article onto the field of play « Climbing floodlight pylans, fences, stands or any structure or building
- Using obscene or bad language likely to cause offence to others « Hitling the side or back panels of the Bulla stand
2) Mo spectator ball games,
) The consumption of alcoholic drinks is permitted INSIDE the social club bar, garden and boardroom areas.
4) Vehicles parked on the Grosvenor Vale site are at the owners'risk.
5)Wealdstone Football Club supports the FAS campaign on pyrotechnics (e.g. flares and smoke bombs). Any misuse of such items
in and arcund the Ground will result in those responsible being asked to leave the ground and, in line with football authority
guidance, may result in a report to the Police, potential prosecution and a ban from the Club of up to three years. &) No
smoking or Vaping inside the ground.

Wealdstone FC Board of Directors

INTHE WORDS OF THE GAFFER: MATT TAYLOR'S VIEW
Tonight is a great chance
"3 to put on a performance.
samee) Our fans deserve that

back in the National League under Angefo but | don’t remember them cutting us open. It's not
Harrop but we have to see a reaction from . good enough to lose 3-0 at home. I'macutely aware

our players after Saturday’s defeat to of that.
Yeovil. Being competitive doesn’t win you games of
| want to see an aggressive performance to run football and the players must understand that.
and match the opposition and show real desire Facing Braintree tonight is a great opportunity to
and workrate. | don't think we're lacking quality in get out there and put on a show for the supporters,

the way we build our play - but we're still missing
the target in the opposition box.

Looking bacl¢, we had more possassion, more
shots, more crosses... and we've lost the game 3-0.
Ve made individual errors. The opposition didnt honest conversation as to why we've lost. What
have to work hard enough to score, We prepped happens in the changing room should stay in the
very well for the game and last Thursday's training changing room but there have been some strong
session was probably the best so far. words in there.

But when we went |-0 down players seemed to | could make some excuses; | couldn't start Craig
panic a little bit. You can't have nine shots in th or Elliot today while Jack Wells-Morrison had been
second half and not hit the target oncel =& o ill all weelq, but these are the sort of problems
There were elements of our game s . all other managers have. |'ll always be up front,
that were okay but really we've honest and and open and the responsibility
been pick-pocketed by their ~ ultimately falls on me.
front players, We didn't show j WWhat we can't do is turn up here and
enough ' feel sorry for ourselves, Ve are second

ruthlessness or enough 2* ‘ from bottom of the National
t

a show they deserve. [ understand how they feel and
we will be doing all we can as players and staff to
deliver that performance.

At full-time on Saturday we had an open and

quallity where it mattered. { | League and that is not good
At 2-0 | genuinely thought L\ enough.
we could get back into it, Please get behind us

e

| tohight because your
=+ supportis vitally
/ important to me, the
. players, everyone.
-Matt

even at 3-0 we had four good
chances to score.

The players don’t
understand the value of
those moments that
you get in games.
You look




©EImslie Ender was among the first wave of football club magazines when it replaced ‘Long Ball
Down the Middle’ as the Wealdstone fanzine in the mid-980s. LBDTM?’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone
Whispers® was famously the THE very first football fanzine in Britain when it was published in 1971

After manner of the,
Yeovil defeat, where

o we go apart from S NI
avictory tonight? /7 gy

OH BOY, it’s not easy writing an article oo know the management team's hands have
in a match day programme after a 3-0 :
home defeat when your record this
season is one win in fourteen league
games, including two goals in seven
home games.

In my old fanzine world or even on Stones-
Cast it would have been easy, but in a match day

~“Above, the mdmmboth Stones
pplauds the team of f the field at’
lundell Park in January 2022 afte
0 ndrrow 2= 1. defeatLeft: Matt Bu
: ! Ik ; i s igaal produces a shock [-0 victory atams
been tied and we can't simply go cut there and | ) - the Vale the previous October. The!
bring in more players to cover the injuries ' : 'Mariners went up through the
thiat we have had, play-offs. Pictures; Jon Taffels

We also know that every season in this
division should be treated as possibly being Jarvis header that had me fuming at the defending.
! retired to the beer garden, joined by many,

our last, so much is the difference in
resources available to us compared to other o while others streamed away from the ground

programme words have to be carefully chosen. teams.But we are nice and comfortable in this 1 with much of the half to go. So | can't talk much
Let me start by saying that the reaction during division now. We can’t contemplate a return to the about the rest of the game other than
matches from supporters has been muted, the crowd # National League South and also know that should tvisnl s comtiT By being told that Yeovil were in control
hasn't got on the back of the team, the infamous we go down, it would be mightily tough to return. :aakren th:TeaadnanEo:ven E\;:as' Y 1 —u duwn at half and managed the game very well,
tunnel send offs haven't happened.... although social That said, despite lower resources than other ot e naralis v il = Braintree tonight and then Ebbsfleet
media over the last two weeks has certainly clubs, our wage bill now is certainly the | P f;' Dy diat tlme, l was really on Saturday are now must-win games,
been heated. *“ highest it has ever been after transition- o e S[m,“ Wi lljr el h cti h' otherwise the gap between us and
i Supporters are desperate for their team to : ing frem wholly part time to hybrid, so f:;z Iga?r;l;:.; ;e:zrlheafuf Marches expe ng .a Ig safety could become a crevasse that
do well. Crowds have surprisingly held up. We | the same old excuses can't just be gt nociaf 2 ftz goh e res nnse In the can't be bridged.
know we work within limitations and this | trotted out as before, il i cameiuarnﬁ EElances After Ebbsfleet, we head for
season those limiting factors have been hugely | The board have provided more ! This offickls w ei}".e idark e second half hut the first round of the FA Cup for
stretched by a plethora of injuries that 4 than they ever have done in the - sothalant b bl . the first time In nine years. Heady
restricted the team we can put out. We all , Pastto get the infrastructure in the - wore on, Yeovil, whom many the response :?Efls Ehe:c;railfv :;ar\: e\:‘:‘a:it?a;dﬁlgr; the

‘E‘ = : I right place. Against Yeovil we r :2;;08:3:; r:?;?u:du ;ffn :;:lear izhth:is came frum Yeovill ‘meh'. Grirnsby Town away, whilst a
S—— ! ends with Ebbgﬂ t gt . k, . impl league 2 side (which only a half dozen
TP o S 3 — BIBELITERG Woei yerealmply years ago would have sent us giddy with excitement)
stronges, faster and fitber than us, is now seen as somewhere we have been before only
They dominated the middle of the park, while in two years ago, a fairly grim trip to the North Lincoln-

comparison we were milguetoast®, :
Th[;y ity e I:?ack e thale i shire coast, to a town where | am not sure | have seen
more boarded up shops in a high street.

caused us trouble all afternoon: They had a good 2 ] R
mix of players and two of their better ones were h ;’:3:%?5%13:5:2%?6 £2 pintnghie local

19 year-old loanees from Port Vale and Rether- )

: ¢ ; ; It's a measure of how far we have come that
ham United. McGuckin and Plant, despite being Grimsby Town away in the FA Cup isoseen e e
from the lower leagues, certainly have a future in ratheratfatia sleasting
the game, adapting to the level that they are now Can we Wffl? Ofc;:urse wié cant Thersis Ho
playing at, including physicality and the pace. reason why this team, this squad, shouldn’t

Having gone in at half time one down, | was ex- : /
pecting a response. The response came from :,i?:;:f somuch batter thopititnt the

Yeowil. They had a perfictly good goal disallowed *Milquetoast was definitely the word of the week,

just after the restart, but we didn’t learn from that,
. 3 - u
and soon doubled their lead with a terrific Aaron % n:' ;i?“s:ge: ;F::i{;t:?::;g:;;r: oiaﬁszc;:;]::j!;d

33 years. ago... Tony Kelly scores the

final goal at Lower Mead in front of the:
Elmslie End faithful (April 1991)
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driving down to

the game at Yeovil
afew years ago
and as we came
past Stonehenge
at dusk | thought
You know, some

eople don't come

his far on holiday

Left: jon’s mate Paul
Cooke, who has

already starred as a Fan
in the Stand a couple of
years ago (below)

fon Stott pictured gt
the terrific Threa

> Plgeons in Halifax

¢ Even further

Your name and age? Jon Stott age 55
Whereabouts do you five jon ? Biggleswade, in
Bedfordshire.

Have you always lived in that area? Yes

When was your first Stones game? It was Kings
Lynn away in 2021... we won | - 0, The decision to go
for a pee just before Charlie Cocper scored the only
goal wasn't a great one as it took three or four games
for me to see my first Stones goal. But well worth the
wait!

How it that come about? It was my mate, Paul
Cooke's birthday so he said “Do you fancy going to
the football and having a few beers at the weeliend?”
VWhat could possibly go wrong there! Paul is a Stones
fan who also lives in Biggleswade, so we had a nice
little train ride, a few beers and then | was bitten by a
bug that is so addictive. A new family, friends and a
bunch of like-minded nutters following the Stones all
round the country. It was a great decision!

What were your first impressions of the club?
Passionate, friendly, welcoming and a real family
atmosphere.

What was the first football match you ever
saw live? Biggleswade Town v Arsenal 2nd Xl in pre-
season many many years ago (late 1970s).

e Y T

The first game you remember seeing
on TV? Honestly can't remember, probably
FA cup game (only had 3 channels in those
days) and my Dad would have been watching.

| Do you follow any other team? Arm-
chair West Ham fan.

What’s the most memorable game
you’ve EVER seen? Probably \West Ham
winning the Europa Conference League final
against Fiorentina in Prague, 2023. Sorry Stones, but
I've suffered many years as a Hammer,

And the best Wealdstone game? Beating Barnet
3 - | attheir place and Gateshead away, when we
went top of the league.... difficult to choose.

Who introduced you to the Stones? Paul
Cooke, as mentioned.

What level of football do you prefer? National
league, it's more about the game than the money.
Also it is more accessible to anyone who just fancies
going along to their local club.

How big a part of your life is the game? My
wife says way too much, and for her to say that means
it is now a large part of my life, so | got my son a sea-
son ticket so we can leave her to have a “quiet” Satur-
day occasionally.

How do you fit watching football in with
your family/working life? In family life, very care-
fully.... in work life, much easier and even for midweek
away games | can make up the time | need. | just re-
membererd that Cookie and | were driving to Yeovil
for a Tuesday night game a couple of years ago and as
we passed Stonehenge at dusk, | said you know what,

Above: jdrrod' Bowen celebrates his last-minute goal that won We:st Ham the Europa Conference Cup

some people don't go this far on holiday. But we did it
for a point on the road that night and both were at
worlc the next day.

Where do/did you work? In Kempston, Bedford-
shire, as a Workshop Manager.

Do you ever follow the Stones by the live
stream? Have done a couple of times.

How does that compare to being back in the
stadium? Not even close, there is alwaysa great at-
mosphere in the stands.

Who are the best Wealdstone players you’ve
ever seen? Really enjoyed watching Allarakhia over
the last couple of years.

Coulid you name your best-ever Stones side?
As I'm only a new boy, it's probably a team that could
actually play together. In goal Wickens; back four
Cook, Barker, Freckleton and Barrett. Midfield: Allar-
rakhia, Kretzschmar, Mundle-Smith and Charles. Up
front Browne and Adarkwa,

What’s the best away day you’ve experienced
so far? Wrexham, drew 0-0. Only my second away
trip but some great memories, great fun, great perfor-
mance and met a few more of the ‘long traveling’ away
crew.

Do you think Stones can aspire to playing in
the EFL? Most definitely,

Where do you think the future of the club
lies? New ground and the links to Brunel university, a
strong beating heart from loyal supporters and the
club seems to have a knack of attracting exciting new
players either on loanor joining the club to further
their career.
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GO Sport Travel,

one of Europe’s leading
Sport Break companies.
With premier allocations in
the major European foatball
leagues, Formula One, The
Open Golf and Moto GP,
GST offers you access to live
sporting as well as music
events in London.

GO Sport Travel, your travel
agent with tailor-made
packages around the world
including flights, hotel
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High standards

Regardless of size, our trusted and
experienced team manage all properties
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confident and comfort.

Management specialists

We are focused on your properties. We
don't diversify in lettings or sales, we
specialise in one discipline, ensuring
excellent service every time.
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Call: 01895 635578




/ALL YOUNEED T0 KNOW ABOUT BRAINTREE TOWN THE IRON"

Today’s opposition

infocus &

The club was formed on 24 ! m
September 1898 as Manor
Works, the woricss team of the
Crittall Window Company, from
which they gained their
nickname Iron. The new club
took over the fixtures of the
recently defunct Braintree F.C, in the
North Essex League, and also took on most
of the former club’s players. They left the
league in 1900, but returned in [901. They
won the title in 190506, 191011 and 191}~
12, also winning the Mid-Essex League in
1909-10 and 1910-11. In I191] they also
joined Division 2A of the Essex & Suffolk
Border League, remaining in the league
until 1928,

In 1921 they were renamed Crittall Athletic to
be more closely identified with their parent
company. After winning Division Two (Western) in
1922-23 and 1923-24,[5] they were promoted to
the Senior Division of the Border League in 1925. In
1928 they joined the Spartan League, and in 1935
were founder members of the Eastern Counties
League, although they also continued to play in the
Border League, They won the Border League in
1935-36 and both

the Border League s
and the Eastern NATIONAL LEAGUE SQUTH !
Counties League in O8] 'l s :

WP 285 202;

193637, but then
left the Eastern
Counties League to
join the newly
established Essex
County League. The
new league folded
after a single season
(in which Crittall
were runners=up)
and the club
returned to the

[ ]

n Eastern Counties League.
. After World War || the
| Eastern Counties League
did not resume in 1945, sc
Crittall joined the Eastern
Division of the London
League instead. After
finishing second in their
first season, they were

4 promoted to the Premier Division. They were

g invited to rejoin the Eastern Counties League in

1947, but turned the offer down and remained in the
London League, where they won the League Cup
twice before returning to the Eastern Counties
Leaguein 1952. In 1954 they turned professional,
but financial problems forced them to revert to
amateur status and drop back down into the Border
League at the end of the 195455 season.

In 195960 they won the league and League Cup
double, They switched to the Greater London
League in 1964, and then to the Metropolitan
League in 1966. They were renamed Braintree &
Crittall Athletic in 1968, and after winning the
League Cup in 196970, the club returned to the
Eastern Counties League again, In 1981 all links with
Crittall were severed and the club was renamed
Braintree F.C., before adopting their current name a
year later, They
won their second
| Eastern Counties
League title in
i 1983—84and

retained it the
- following season.
" In 1986—87 they
. won the Essex
Senior Trophy and
the following
season they won
the League Cup.

In 199
Braintree moved

SRR

S

SRR

T T —— =1

Division of the Southern League, In
1996 the club asked the FA to switch leagues to
reduce their travelling. After initially being refused,

they were allowed to move to Division Three of the

Isthmian League, although it was an effective drop
of two divisions, They were promoted as runners-
up in their first season, and repeated the feat the
following seascon, After three seasons in Division
One they were promoted to the Premier Division
with a third-place finish in 2000—-0I. They won the
Premier Division in 2005—06 to earn premotion to
the Conference South. The season also saw them
reach the first round of the FA Cup for the first
time, eventually losing 4=1 at Shrewsbury Town.
Braintree qualified for the promotion play-offs in
their first season in the Conference South, but lost
1-0 to Salisbury City in the final. They also reached
the play-offs the following season, but lost to
Eastbourne Borough in the semi-finals, In 201011
they finished as Conference South champions,
earning promotion to the Conference Premier. The
next four seasons saw the club reach the FA Cup
for the first round, losing to Tranmere Rovers,
Newport County, Chesterfield and Oxford United
in successive seasons. In 2015—16 they finished third
in the renamed National League, qualifying for the
promotion play-offs. Despite winning the firstleg at
Grimsby Town |0, they lost the home leg 2-0
after extra time. In 2016—17 the club reached the
second round of the FA Cup for the first time after
beating Eastbourne Borough in the first round; they
eventually lost 52 to Millwall in the second round.
They were relegated from the National League at
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OUR RECORD AGAINST
BRAINTREE TOWN

P26 W9 D6 L11 F46 A40 GD +6

LAST MEETINGS
SAT 10TH MAR 2018 NLS- D 2-2 (A)
SAT 10TH AUG 2019 NLS W 4-0 (A)

the end of the season after finishing in the bottom
four.

The 201718 season saw Braintree finish sixth in
the National League South. In the play-offs they
defeated Hemel Hempstead Town and Dartford to
reach the final, in which they beat Hampton &
Richmond Borough 4-3 on pénalties to earn
promotion back to the National League. However,
they were relegated to the National League South
the following season after finishing second-from-
bottom of the National League. In 202223 the club
won the Essex Senior Cup, beating Concord
Rangers 2=0 in the final. The following season saw
them finish fifth in the National League South, In the
subsequent play-offs they defeated Bath City |-0in
the quarter-finals and Chelmsford City 3-2 in the:
semi-finals before beating Worthing 4-3 in the final
to earn another promotion back to the National
League. e
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Find out the true value of
your home in today’'s market...

Call us to book your complimentary valuation today.

01895 641 000
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WEALI]STUNE FC FOUNDATION:

we take on Braintree Town FCin a special
Community Trust Game. This match is
dedicated to the Wealdstone FC*
Foundation, and we are proud to

the Foundation’s work live on

The Foundaﬂnn serves as the h

progrums that transform li
football. Here’s a closerl C

= Camps:

y camps provide children with fun,
structured activities and healthy meals, ensuring
they stay active and nourished during the school
holidays. The camps are particularly beneficial for
children from low-income famiilies, offering them a
safe environment to learn, play, and grow. By
delivering both physical and mental stimulation, the
HAF Camps contribute to the overall well-being of
the children involved.

Tea Dancing:

Designed for older adults, this program promotes
physical fitness, mental stimulation, and social
interaction through dance. Our Tea Dances offer a
warm and welcoming environment where
participants can enjoy light exercise while building
connections with their peers. It's a wonderful way
to help older residents stay active and socially
engaged,

Walking Football

Football is for everyone, and our Walking Football
initiative ensures that older fans and players can

RN,

R

remain part of the game. Slower-paced but just as
enjoyable, Walking Football offers a safe way for
participants to stay fit, enjoy their love of the game,
and meet lilke-minded people. The sense of
community it fosters has been truly impactful.
Community Schools Programme: Our
schools program integrates football into education,
making learning enjoyable and accessible. By
combining physical activity with academic lessons,
we help children develop both intellectually and
socially. The program is a core part of our mission to
inspire and equip the next generation of players,
thinkers, and leaders.

With Tickets priced at just £5, all proceeds
from today’s match will be donated to the
Feundation, helping us continue to deliver these
important programs.

# Danny Kindell, Club Director responsible for
# the Strategy and Direction of the Community

Foundation, says:

This match, broadcast five on DAZN, is a significant
mornent for us. It not only showcases our efforts on the

ch but highlights the essential work the Foundation is

doing in the community. Through this re-launch, we aim
to deepen our impact and inspire even greater change.”

So, thank you for joining us today. Your supportis
helping us make a real difference in the community,
both on and off the pitch.

Get involved today
There's lots of ways you can get involved and
sUppOort our community activities whether it's

# volunteering, donating, or simply attending today’s
# match, your support matters.
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ROBSONS

Middiesax Hertfordshire  Buckingharnshire

OUR WEBSITE

Let Rolbsons
tackle your
RS PRove:.

Robsons proudly sponsor
Wealdstone FC 2024/2025.

@elgiieler U,

Pinner - Salon
L aat, Pinhor
% HAS BB

T: 020 8866 8083
E: pinner@robsonsweb.com

Pinner - Lettings

1 High Street, Pinner,

Midlc 2%, HAS 5P

T: 020 8866 8900

E: pinnerlettings@robsonsweb.com

‘s

Northwood - Sales

7 Clive Porade, Northwoad,
x, HAB 20F
;01923 8353556
E: northwood@robsonsweb.com

Northwood - Lettings

'-I’ 01923 BZEEI]
E: lettings@robsonsweb.com

Moor Park

The Estote Office, North Approach,

Moor Park, Northwood, Middlesax, HAB 2J0
T: 01923 B20622

E: moorpark@robsonsweb.com

Rickmuansworth - Sales
130 High Streel, Rickmar
Hertl

T: 01923 777762
E: rickmansworth@robsonsweb.com

Rickmansworth - Lettings
130 High Streaf, Rickmansworthy
Herttordshire,

T: 01923 777764
E: lettings@robsonsweb.com

Chorleywaood

2 New Parads, Cho

Hertforclshire, W
T: 01923 285525
E: chofeywaod@robsonsweab.com

Little Chalfont

The Estate Office, Station Approach)

Little: Chalfont, Buckinghomshire, apg
T: 01494 786304

E: property@rchsonsbucks.com

Amersham
Tha Estate Office, 19 Hill Avenus erst
Buckingham IP6 SEE)

T: D494 724999

E: property@robsonshucks.com

Chesham

1 White Hill Court, Broad Strast, Chesl
Buckingham 3 HPS SeM

T: 01494 211104

E: property@robsonsbucks.cof

Land & New Homes
T: 0203 814 1588

E landaondnewhomes@robsonsweb.corm

fordshire, \.’»[‘51."-?--

TODAY WE WELCOME FANS OF

There truly is so such thing
as a quiet season for
Wealdstone FC. After the
heroics in May secured
ancther year in the
National League, no one
was under any illusions that
things were going to get any
easier this time round.

So following a start to the campaign laden with
teams in the hunt for promotion, it looks to be
another year where we need to rally together asa
football club. Surviving in the National League
requires quality, but it also requires a certain
toughness. An ability to dig deep in the moments
that matter most, These are the moments where
fans and players push together tc get over the line.

Already we've seen several times that this group
of players have this fight in them. The first couple of
months of this season has not just seen VWealdstone
face some top-quality opposition, but also face the
other elements that test clubs the most. Injuries,
absences, suspensions.

Itis in these moments perhaps, that we've seen
the brightest points of the season. Fighting back
from two goals down to salvage a point against
Forest Green Rovers, digging in for a hard
fought point away at Halifax Town. Results
like this are not the result of luck or good
fortune. They are the result of
commitment, resilience, and passion.

That’s not to say that it is especially easy
to stomach the current reality of the
league table. It is already clear that the
battle to be won this season is the battle to
remain in the National League. What this
means is that we are going to have
moments of frustration, of disappointment,
and fundamentally of concern. As things
stand, it’s not unlikely that this is going to
go down to the wire.

Which brings us to today's fixture
against Braintree Town. As we extend the
warmest of welcomes to Grosvenor Vale,
we acknowledge too that this fixture
carries weight for both sets of fans. The
two clubs are currently separated by a
handful of points, making this game one of
the sport’s so-called 'six-pointers’ When it
comes to securing safety in the National

GRIMSBY

Depart straight
after the game

BY TONY BOOTH

League,
these are often the games where the
difference is made.

So where does that leave us?

To me the answer is straightforward, it leaves us
to simply do what we can, and do what Wealdstone
fans do best. Getting behind the team.

It may feel early to be saying this, but that if that is
what it takes, then that is what it takes, Simply
showing up in any way that we can. YWhether that be
singing, cheering, travelling by planes, trains, and
automobiles to push our team on. Letting Matty and
the boys know that we are there with them every
step of the way.

It won't be easy, but who said football was
supposed to be? uTs! TONY

Affordable | Convenient. Rehable
COach_ Trav

TOWN - SAT ‘ZND NOVEMBER

ULT £35 | U16 £15
ADULT + U416 £45

Depart Grosvenor
Vale;- 8:00am

Blundell Park

#stonesontour
- [Make the difference |




GUY MUMMERY

Local Roofing Specialist

01895 621070
07966 130971

b.mummery@sky.com

BdRRacur3 YOTEDNATIONAL
EST Fl

WlNNERLSJJEhIIETJ|N ENGLAND 2023

RACUDA pETADRAL

TACKLING
GLOBAL
CHALLENGES

At Brunel University London, we’re proud to sponsor
Wealdstone FC. We're providing support to nurture the next
generation of players. From West London partnerships to
global research projects, we'’re helping to kickstart businesses
and tackle some of the world’s biggest challenges. All from our
campus in Uxbridge.
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AN extraordinary Stones

We've met before .TMPARKSLODKSBACKON _ SOME MEMORABLE GAMES BETWEEN STONES & THEIRON

performance brought this
extraordingry result against
our main challengers
for the Isthmian Div
Three title on a cold
Tuesday night in
February 1997,

For many Stones fans -
even long in the tooth
ones like me - this was the
most fired-up and committed
performance ever witnessed

from a Wealdstone side,

He's alright, is Siman Garner.

eime - even if I've had It for & year or two

the crippled pair and gestured to them,
there was only a minute,
|time to get going.

i wandored over on his way back to

. th iok-
Justify his presence on the park. R Klekents

Well, I knew he would be as soon ag I digcavered that he hed the game

longer! And then when w

Thurrock a tquple_ of weeks back he cenfirmed tEat he i
I was standing alongside the injured Les Walke

scrappy, battling game was heading towards s qgoalle

had magical powers.

r and Chris Walton. What had bean g
a8 draw. Carner looked
asking how long remained,
. Mmstof twgr ttal go. Garner nodded,
i : mmediately a ] 7
l --Tnn his chest, shewed gn impreasive tt{m nf?ns?p:;d”me::ea
{and square the ball acrass tp be converted for the

hif‘thﬂay as
ing at Eagt

Over and saw
They signalled back
as il to say, right now's the
aver to him, he brought it down
faw yards Lo cut into the box
un@y goal of the geme. Then he
indicating that he'd dene enough to

Eighteen months earlier, our
club had decided that the only
way out of our financial mess was %
to leave the Southern Leagueand
take voluntary relegation two
divisions lower to the Ryman
(Isthmian) bottom rung. We
hadn't bounced straight up into
Div Two, as many had predicted,

=i Wealdstone 6 Braintree 0
.. What a fabulous night

an annuel official PFA
2,600 professionals,

presumably not the one
and welght 12 stone 11 pounds
his write-up, *In spite af hig

: he was barn 23-11. ] ;
famaus for ite tes-purties, that Mis height tu soow Coi% =
iﬂ'}:egﬂznh’ pound or two more at the moment!) Says
could not ?gszar;;c:: i: ?5/96 - the manager was reluctant to rely on a pl
supporters. Sicilful, sutiis. ins- Uil hed an almost mesmeric hold on the o
A1) cre of th b:st ub“ie. inventive, his forward play wag a -.in}f flﬁ watch drcnm‘:e
W Sesive to win mod it cmt?:ut:nt thbe game. He retains & fiegk class attitu:i:e :r::l ;:;ais
i ug a free transfer,” @ D& #n excellent influence on whichaver team fa’ﬁﬂf“l‘:g
¥y the way, full
availability. s marks to Layne Patterson who first became aware of Garner's
I have to make mention of
the home B

covered slsswhers, raintreo game

\y For by Leluns has gone straight into my *ton Fives mortpr L w i

= . Realdsiong

games if only For the
SHL v b sublims emj_nymnt I, and B¥eryone glee who went to the away gane;

y
salutinga

Valton is picture
goalinfront of ThelKennel
around that time s i

now strengthened by
clubs like Braintree who
had followed an identical
path to our own,
Gordon Bartlett, in his
secand season in charge,

SR - o

was under real pressure
to deliver promotion -
and a 2-0 defeat at
Braintree’s Cressing
Road ground just before
Christmas (which punc-
tured a Stones run of 12 succes-
sive wins) reintroduced negative
thoughts that we would miss cut
again.

So we had a lot to prove when
the Essex side visited the White

Paul Catley (who had apparently
baited the large contingent of
Stones fans at Cressing Road) was
largely responsible for the
inspirational performance of skip-
per Fergus Moore and his men.
You could sense the mood of

that was at the White Lion!

unbelievably one-sided first half was
only 13 minutes old when Bryan
Hammatt turned in a Simon Garner
cross-shot for 1-0... and after a whole
succession of missed chances and ex-
cellent goalkeeper (it has to be said)
by the aforementioned Mr Catley,

| my all-time list, but the Braint

! miar their di;:ec.tnr’s “;;‘r;;u;na?tugzt;;

i ir leading striker, to whigh [ replisd E
¥

s % Pened £o a nore deseryi
d &-5 FA Cup victory over Stevenage back m"?sggziu Blways be rumb i
e er ohe in

is up there with the be

at. I alss enjoyed
hm:im inlthe game that thoy wers shm'-jtygf
ot necessart : i e:gr::mcares' and 'who' come ko mind but
Wl P g on in i
com 8 fan durs Ed}. There had apparently been nope &:éﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁa tlhrebg:sf:fl—:::

befare that game whie
.?“a fnkenapsrt .., _?Wﬁ’*{*@llv?h.i'h £an't have helped T BT ) il el

not necessarily in that order." (He wanm &

Graham Sharpe’s column in the Stones
programme praises our star striker Simon Garner (left)

Lion ground (where we were
ground sharing with landlords
Edgware Town)... but no one
could have predicted the fire and
brimstone that greeted the arrival
of The Iron.

Our Press Officer at that time,
Graham Sharpe, had been watch-
ing the Stones for about 40 years
and immediately stuck this match
in his top five games of all time. In
his article reproduced opposite,
he suggests that Braintree keeper

the players as soon as the
game kicked off.
Braintree had done themselves no

~ favours by bizarrely sacking their
~ manager a day or two before the

game - just after he'd won the
Manager of the Month award, of
course - and they were missing in-
jured top scorer Wade Falana. But
the Stones tore into them from
the start and the vociferous 411
crowd (our biggest of the season
so far) were under the ‘Kennel”

> coverand baying for a goal. The

we finally went in 2-0 ahead
when centre back Roy
Marshall bulleted in a head-
er from Steve Bircham’s
cross.

Mick Vincent, in his
Supporters Club notes
the following week,
pointed out that the
Change of Hart
regulars would have
been more than happy

s

withadraw atthe start of 4

the game. And certainly

wanted the game to end at half
time... but what a half of football
we would have been denied!
Braintree tried to rally in the
second half but Terry Hibbert
fired in the third goal just five
mins after the restart... and ten
minutes later, Catley was at fault
(ch joy!) when trying to hang
onto a ferocious Fergus Moore
drive and Garner pounced for
+ 4-0. On 72 minutes, Garner, hav-

A e
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ing the time of his life - never mind
his goal-studded Blackburn Rovers
career - banged in No.5 from a Ham-
matt cross at the Hotel End. And by
this time, with the ball ricochetting
around their box, the Iron were just
begging for the game to stop.

Finally, disappointingly, it did, but
not before Tony Smith had rocketed
in a sixth goal that left Catley on his
knees. And strangely subdued.

continued overpage >>



* Celebrating
over 50 Years
in the Oil
Industry

We are your Local Independent
Family Owned Fuel Supplier

- Experts in Fuels & Lubricants
« Exceptional Customer Service

Home Heating Oil Fast & efficient delivery service
Diesel Supplying vehicle fleets & construction
Gas 0il Red diesel for agriculture
HVO Reduce net CO2 emissions by up to 90%
IHO Quality grade industrial heating oil
Unleaded Petrol, Lubricants
& AdBlue products

Call us today & see how we can be of help with your fuel needs!

Certillcate No.4521

H ®
CleanAirBlue’, JE MQ@RRIS

LUBRICANTS
DISTRIBUTOR

3 Greycaine Road, off Bushey Mill Lane, Watford Herts WD24 7GP
Tel: 01923 233171

Email: enquirieswatford @bartonpetroleum.co.uk
www.bartonpetroleum.co.uk | @O O
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Club, Kit, Travel & Stand

GPF Lewis

Brunel University London
KELME

Rolfe East

OSMO

GO Sport Travel

Pitch
Allday & Miller
Ambush Security Systems
APA Events & Security
ASL Executive
Brunel University London
Group 1 BMW Ruislip
Barton Petroleum
Bathroom Complete
Bugler Group
C S Bedford
C&G Scaffolding
Clear Insurance Management
Count Creation
D&B Decorators
D&R Drain services
Exiom Techhologies
Falcon Green
Greenking
Goals
GO Sport Travel
GPF Lewis
Groundtel
Guy Mummery Roofing
Harrow College
Homeflair
HNC Empire Estates

C&G Scaffolding

Hollywell Haulage

Nagle flooring

SHOTS

MODU

Ruislip Windows & Doors
NBM Technology Solutions

Jennor Timber

JPS Group

Lawrence Rand

Lewis Decorators

LMS Sheridans
Merchandise.co.uk

Nagle Flooring
Northwood Auto

O'Neill & Brenhan

Open Sguare Glazing
Orbital Fasteners

Pinner Pavings

R&S Automotive Ltd
Range Cooker Showroom
Rascals Barbers

Right Contract Services
Robsons

Rolfe East

S&D Timber

Sorrell & Son Appliance Sales
Stollwells Cleaning

The Vale Social Club
Version 2

Wealdstone FC Academy
Wells Glass

Zinga Financial Services

Programme, Community & Academy

Brunel University London
Barracuda Fish and Chips
Barton Petroleum

Goals

GO Sport Travel

GPF Lewis

Guy Mummery Roofing
Homeflair

Harrow College

LMS Sheridans
Merchandise.co.uk

Namaste Lounge

Pinnher Pavings

PUKKA

Rolfe East

Sorrell & Son Appliance Sales




wWeve met be

‘Three seasons in
he Ryman’s lower

reachies created an
unhealthy rivalry
hetweenthe clubs

WE didn’t know it then,
but we would be locked ina
tussle with The Iron over
the course of the next few
seasons as both clubs fin-
ished in the Div 3 promo-
tion places in 1996-7, the
Div 2 promotion places in
1997-98 ...and then, of
course, we should have
gone up by dint of finishing
third in Div One in 1998-9.

In amongst those seasons were
some terrific clashes between
the clubs, including a heroic 1-0
win at Cressing Road in March
1998 as we saved our faltering
promotion push. Braintree had
not lost at home all season and
Fergus Moore recalled that
1-0 win - plus the famous 6-0
whitewash the previous season -
in Roger Slater’s Stones histary
book (pictured right).

The ground-grading fiasco that
season saw us denied the chance
to play Premier Divison football.
Braintree re-grouped and won
promotion themselves to the
Prem as our star faded at the

| facesiwith our sy

ia- HI) POar was when we

layed our nearest cvals throughout tna pe f s
i‘ -::e - we had lost o them i December s fa et
.r::!ch in February || think] we were fired up for re_'-e '.,Je r: }.:
ane of those malches where the | Flpfa}ers who I,a, aped ..1,;;.;';;
at their peak and 10 imes tetler e wereab@u_@;y pt
epal and anmihilated them &-00 At haif time, we th dlfr'v.r IJ;:‘:
tead, so the 3rd goal was going o ke crucial. 1f my r.rre:-rr'rlhx
serves me correctly, it was Tecry Hibbert whao got the Jrd goal

about § minutes into the 2ad haif,

Another major Pught

ted at

| was ecstatic and gived into ihe supperters whe cangrega
the far corner of Edgware’s ground and seemed 1o get thradn
to the back of the stand. Tne referee would have been in this
rights to have booked me for aver zealous celebrations, but |
wouldn't have cared! From that moment an, and hil the {rmal
whistle, | was in heaven. We scored another 3 goals before the
end. We had totally overrun our nearesl rivals on a truly mem-
arable night. Any tme we played Braintree after that, you could

see fear in their eyes,
ML AL ORI i e

't achieve another promation as e 2nd Div Was a 9.4 % fr 1
er league, but again we carme up trumps, and the Yoren
withaut & doub? that seasor was i the last week of M. b
when we wisited, you Juessed i, Brawiree

We were going thera an a doagy run, we had the 1iters agan
culminating on the provious Saturday when we lost ts ._'n;y ra
man Barking, It was o game we were desperate (5 w1 ¢ we
had last, I don't think we would have got that promatior

Te make matters aven harder, Bramiree were on 3 32 mateh
o:-'!bearen ruf that season and werg CAITRING cver come g
like @ 20 match run from the previous season. What o task M:
had to perform, {Braintree, { thnk | recall, wera al ;-ea.‘!yl:;: but

wa vere fighting for 2rd pi !
hifaty qhting for Jrd piace with the h.;mpm_‘;ﬁ.,.g Bedfard

The match kicked off
bail of the season 1a
adist balf goal by o

anil we procesded fo play eur best fopt-
8arn a tremendous 1-0 vie fory, thanks to
entis Gregne, ' )

Notanly did we sh !
aiter Brainkree s 1
e _ ‘ree s fing record. y
1y ;,s.r;.:r “T;-.? farap unbeatan surge that Wc:;'::’r :I;ij;a l‘ %
Again, he;ap;cfsuch agreal win led me intg h‘.-eus X
Borters but by the time | e
'S Werg o
&

Majority of otk nAY in th
4y & gitch, pining i the eup}

there, the
erc celp-

forre .. AND THE LOWER LEAGUE

the mid-90s ‘

turn of the millenni-
um, and we didn't
meet the Essex club
until six years later.
By then they were
managed by George
Borg and a formida-
ble outfit,

They won the
Ryman Prem that
season to clinch a
place in the Confer-
ence South, and | well
remember the 3-2 at
Northwood (where
we were by then
groundsharing) as
Braintree took their
three chances clini-
cally and then kept
the ball in the corner
flag for most of the
finaf 15 minutes as
our young, inexperi-
enced side were to-
tally frustrated. I've
never seen a team
lkeep the ball so
successfully for so
long before or since!

Final Icis League Division 3 Table

P W
WEALDSTONE 2
Braintree Town 2B
Northwood 32 18
Harlow Town 32 19
Aveley 2 17
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Bracketed together: The Isth-
mian League basement tables
saw The Stones and The Iron
running neck-and-neci for
three successive seasons,
building an unhealthy rivalry
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Saturday Dec [2 2017, NLS:
Wealdstone 3 Braintree |
THE ONLY previous Stones v
Braintree National League clash at
The Vale came seven years ago
when Bobby Wilkinson’s Stones
were ina good run of form follow-
ing the calamitous FA Cup exitat
Burgess Hill Town.

We were mid-table but had lost
just once in 12 games... while
Braintree were second in the
table, en route to promotion to
the National League via the play-
offs. Nevertheless, in front ofa
decent 860 crowd Stones blew
the Iron away with a pair of first

Saturday Aug 10 2019, National Lge
South: Braintree 0 Wealdstone 4
FOLLOWING relegation from the Na-
tional League, Braintree had a horren-
dous time backin the NLS and all the
portents were there as Dean Brennan's
team roared to an impressive 4-0 win on
the second Saturday of the season. A deflected
own goal from Ollie Saunders started the spree, 7
with Jacob Mendy Mendy, Danny Green and "
Billy Clifford completing the rout.

This was the first of 11 straight wins for the
Stones after a midweek setback at Dulwich..,

RIVALRY TURNS INTO PROPER NATI0

‘ TR R
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half goals from Tzofique Olo-
mowewe and Dan Fitchett. 'Mr T'
admitted to a huge slice of luck as
Ryan Sellers’ 25-yard blast de-
flected off the powerful defender
and wrong-footed keeper Nathan
McDonald, But then ifyou don’t
buy a ticket’ etc etc!

The ex-Wimbledon striker
Fitchett finished beautifully for 2-0
however, swerving his shot past
the helpless McDonald and when
the mercurial Danny Green swept
in No.3 at the Bulla End after a
half save from the keeper the
points were ours. Joe Ellul pulled a
goal back with a towering header

NAL LEAGUE BATTLES
6" % Hi

FOSTER = ]

The only previous clash atthe Vale ss ones take e spoils

froma corner but Braintree never
threatened a leveller in the
remaining 25 minutes.

In the return game at Cressing
Road in March, Stones seemed to
have one eye on the FA Trophy
semi-final at Brackley the follow-
ing weelc as they trailed 2-0 at
halftime. But Matty Whichelaw
rifled in from 25 yards before a
Danny Green penalty in the dying
minutes forced a 2-2 draw.

Braintree finished sixth and
shocked the bigger clubs by win-
ning the play-off final at Hampton
and joining the ‘big boys’ . It only
lasted a season.

but while we charged to the title (eventual-
ly decided on points per game after the
Covid interruption in March), Braintree
finished second from bottom and were
only saved by the League's decision to not
relegate any of its member clubs. The
return game would have come at The Vale

~ Just one weelk after the last match we played -
before COVID interrupted - at Chippenham...

* and five years latet it's still (to mie; anyway) a
source of frustration that our players were
unable to enjoy the title celebrations they so
richly deserved.
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We go where
others fear to tread

We are Modu, a new breed of consultancy. We imagine, design and build digital
products, services and experiences for businesses who want to innovate, fast.
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HARROW ON THE HILL
CAMPUS | 4-7pm
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HARROW WEALD
CAMPUS | 4-7pm
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© Starter 7 Substitute
@ Ist player off [7 1ston

© 2nd player off 2] 2nd on

@ 3rd player off [¢] 3rdon

@ 4th player off [ 4thaon

© Sthplayer off (71 5thon

FIRST TEAM RESULTS
& FIXTURES 2024-2025

wi (Away) | Lae | Goal scorers
16 | Ashfard
19
21
b 21 | Ohiero
26 AFC FYLOE L {10! 21 | Sandat
31 Solihuil Moors . | 1 20 | (Own goal)
22
21
14 Forest Green Rovers N 21 | McFarlane (2)
21 BARNET { : 22
26 SOUTHEND UNITED VR | 74623 HeFarlane
28 FC Hatifax Town N | 23 | Ashfard (pen), Obiero
5 Gateshead | 23
12 GOSPORT BOROUGH FACH 005 178 | 23 | Reid {3, 1 Pen), Kretzschmar
19 YEOVIL TOWN | , 23
23 BRAINTREE TOWN
26 Ebbsfleet United -
2 Grimshy Town
5 FULHAM U21s
7 Mdershot Town
12 SOUTHAMPTON
16 ROCHOALE
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Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH

Mason BARRETT

~ Enzio BOLDEWILJIN
Craig EASTMOND
Sean ADARKWA
Henry SANDAT
Jack WELLS-MORRISON
Declan PHILLIPS
Elliot THORPE
Callum MCFARLANE
Sam HOWES

==HE=F Max KRETZSCHMAR
Elliot SIMMONS

Luke DREHER
51 Dominic HUTCHINSON

Christian SCOTT
Kallum CESAY
r2' Yacou TRAORE
Jahmari CLARKE
Brandon MASON
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Happy
60“Q

2 for 1 on our

seasonal favourites

Monday to Friday
Epmto 7pm

Steak
Night

A bottle of wine® on us
when you order two steaks
Every Wednesday from bpm

*Sejected house wines only

Lunch
Club

2 courses for 18.50
3 courses for 23.50

Monday to Friday
12pm to bpm

_“\mm...

&
M

Sunday
Roasts!

With all the trimmings...

& bottomless roast potatogs,
Yorkshires & gravy!

Join us at .National League TV
The White Bear coming to DAZN this autumn

Renowned for serving fresh,

seasonal food alongside perfectly i :
poured pints, an expertly curated A” matCheS Inone place: IIVG,
wine list and a delicious selection on-demand and on any device

of cocktails, The White Bear really
does have something for everyone.

We would love to welcome you into @vanarama

our bar or restaurant post match, i\ NATIONAL
whichever team your allegiance - | EAGUE |V

lies with: all are welcome.

Sign up for our latest
offers & news
www.whitebearruislip.com/signup

1
o

AT

89

=
J—y
L)

|

4 |
SOUTHERD UKITE ‘
I

1G: @whitebearruislip
www.whitebearruislip.com

lckenham Road, Ruislip, HA4 7DF




. FOOTBALL HISTORIAN LEIGH EDWARDS PROFILES TEN LEADING

~ BRAINTREE TOWN MANAGERS

SUCCEED

BY LEIGH EDWARDS

CHARLIE JONES
Former Welsh international wing-half Charlie Jones
was player-manager when Crittall Athletic won the
Eastern Counties League title in 1935-36. Initially with
Cardiff City, he joined Stockportin 192[ and helped
win the Third Division {(North) title in 1921-22. He
had spells at Oldham and Nottingham Forest, moving
to Arsenal in May 1928. Helping win the League
Championship three times, he was also an FA Cup fi-
nalistin 1932. He was player-boss of Notts County,
then Crittall from July 1935 until November 1941,
guiding them to the Essex & Suffollk Border League
title in 1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38, He workedina
hospital and died in April 1966

CHRIS SYMES
Chris Symes managed Braintree Town to the Eastern
Counties League title in 1983-84 and 1984-85. A for-
mer Royal Navy engineer, he coached Arbroath be-
fore managing the Royal London Sports Centre in
Colchester for 20 years. He coached Halstead and
Tiptree, becoming Braintree's manager in April 1983.
Taking them to the FA Vase fifth round in 1984-85
and runners-up in both the Eastern Coun-
ties League and Essex Senior Trophy in
1986-87, he left for Chelmsford City
in December 1987 and plotted
promotion in 1988-89, then
managed Brantham Athletic,
Bury Town, Wivenhoe and was
manager/chairmanfowner of
Cornard United for 19 years.

PETER COLLINS

Peter Collins had two spells as
Braintree Town's manager. A
former central defender, he began
with hometown Chelmsford City
and joined Tottenham Hotspur in Janu-
ary 1968. He featured in their 1971 League

MANAGING T0
g‘ Q

Cup final triumph but an ankle injury curtailed
his top-flight career in November 1974. Later
Folkestone's player-boss, he was joint manag-
er of Braintree with his former Chelmsford
team-mate Brian Honeywood from Novem-
ber 198% until January 1992. He briefly re-
turned as sole manager of Braintree in
1994 and spent 25 years as a PE
teacher in Chelmsford. Joint-boss
Honeywood was later Chelms-
ford's director of football and died
in March 2024.

TONY HALL
Tony Hall managed Braintree Town
to promotion in two consecutive sea-
sans. A former midfielder, he played for
Ipswich Town, Huddersfield Town, Hen-
don, Chelmsford City, Bury Town, Harwich &
Parkeston, Cornard United and Brantham Athletic.
He then managed Bury Town and assisted Keith
Martin before succeeding him as Braintree’s manag-
erin February 1997. Remaining in charge at Cress-
ing Road until April 1999, he went on to manage
Harwich & Parkeston and guided East Berghalt
United to three successive Suffollc & Ipswich
League titles. He later returned to Brantham as
manager and became their director of football,
then caretaker-boss.

BEN EMBERY

Ben Embery managed Braintree Town to promo-
tion in 2000-01. A former defender, he began with
Tottenham Hotspur and joined Exeter City in June
[266. He moved to Barnetin July 1968 and was ev-
er-present ‘Player of the Year'in 1971-72 as they
won the Southern League Cup and were FA Trophy
finalists. Later with Gravesend & Northfleet, Dart-
ford and liford, he was Tilbury's player-boss, then
had managerial success at Grays Athletic,
Canvey Island, Great Valkering and
Maldon Town. He was Braintree's
boss from April 2000 until Octo-
ber 2002, guiding them to the

, FA Trophy fifth round in 2001-
02, then managed Concord

| Rangers and Benfleet.

GEORGE BORG
George Borg managed
/' Braintree Town to the Isth-
mian League Premier Division
title in 2005-06. After spells
with VWest Ham and Millwall, the
left-back helped Wycombe win the
Isthmian League Premier Division title

in 982-83. He played
for Maidstone, Dart-
ford, Dulwich, Cape
Town City and Caroli-
na Lightning, then man-
aged Barking, Chelms-
ford, Chesham, Har-
row and Enfield. Ap-
pointed Aldershot's
boss in July 1997, he
led them to the Isthmi-
an League First Divi-
sion title in 1997-98.
He then managed
Hornchurch, Bore-
ham Wood, Braintree
from May 2004 until
2007, Brentwood and
Braintree again be-
tween November
2019 and November
2020.

ROD STRINGER

Rod Stringer managed Braintree Town to the
Conference South title in 2010-11. He managed
Aveley to the Isthmian League North Division
title, then was Braintree’s manager from May 2010
until resigning in May 2011, guiding The Iron to the
club’s then-highest level in their history. Becoming
Bishop's Stortford's boss he plotted three Herts
Charity Cup final triumphs, also guiding them to
the FA Cup first round proper. He took charge of
Chelmsford City in May 2016, leading them to the
Conference South play-offs three times, including
the final in 2016-17, also Essex Senior Cup success.
He has since managed Brentwood and Welling
United.

ALAN DEVONSHIRE

Ex-England international midfielder Alan Devon-
shire managed Braintree Town to the FA Cup first
round in four successive seasons. Initially with
Scuthall, he joined Vest Ham in Octaber 1976
and was voted ‘Hammer of the Year' in 1978-79.
He starred as they won the FA Cup in 1980, then
won the Second Division title and reached the
League Cup final in 1980-81. Also helping them to
finish third in the top-flight in 1985-86, he then
played for VVatford. He has since managed Maid-
enhead United, Hampton & Richmond Borough,
Braintree from May 201 | until April 2015 and
Maidenhead again, plotting their 2016-17 Confer-
ence South title triumph.

DANNY

COWLEY

Danny Cowley managed Braintree Town to the
Conference National play-offs in 2015-16. A former
midfielder, he began at Wimbledon, then had spells
playing for Dagenham & Redbridge, Purfleet, Bark-
ing, Harlow Town, Bereham Wood and Horn-
church. He managed Concord Rangers from the
Essex Senior League to Conference South, then
was Braintree's boss from April 2015 until May
20186, assisted by his brother Nicky. Managing Lin-
coln City to the Conference National title and FA
Cup sixth round in 2016-17, then League Trophy
success in 2018 and the League Two title in 2018-
19, he has since managed Huddersfield, Portsmouth
and Colchester

BRAD QUINTON

Brad Quinton plotted Braintree Town’s 2018 Con-
ference South play-off final triumph, A former Tot-
tenham Hotspur junior, the midfielder had spells at
Aveley, Romford and Bishop's Stortford prior to
joining Braintree in January 2000. He starred as

‘they won the Isthmian League Premier Division

title in 2005-06 and Conference South titlein 2010-
[1, scoring 69 goals ina club record 546 games,
Moving to Enfield on a dual registration in 2013-14,
he became their manager in August 2014 and led
them to the play-offs. He returned to Braintree as
manager from May 2017 until October 2018 and
has since managed Welling United and Hernel
Hempstead.
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Like Alex Reid, he
scored a hattrick
on his debut for the|

Stones but never

{Jhayed again.lt's

e strange tale of

Simon Conway

EVERYBODY got very excited by Alex Reid’s
hat-trick on his debut last week against
Gosport .... and it certainly sent the stattos
into a tizzy.

How many Stones players have achieved the feat?
was the big question. Surely not many?

Well we all remember Bradley Bubb's epic first
game for the Stones in the FA Trophy quarter-final at
Billericay six years ago (pictured below) - and there
were a lot of parallels as it was Mr Bubb's first start

colleagues here at Programme Towers, Martin Reid
and Roge Slater, laid out in all their glory in the Dover
issue (from that 2020-21 season) that is stjll waiting to
see the light of day after the Kent side withdrew from
the league.

Danny P was actually the FIFTEENTH Stones player
to hit (at least) a treble in their first competitive
appearance. The first, by the mysteriously named
*Mallett’, arrived in an 8-0 Willesden & District

be mobbed by fans if | turned up in the bar at
Grosvenor Vale!” laughed the 47-year-old
schoolteacher when we tracked him down.
Simon joined the club on the recommendation
of his old school pal from St Clement Danes in
Chorleywood, Martin Carter. “After Uniin
Plymouth | went on a world trip - Australia,
South America - and when | got back | was really 2
unfit but missing football. Martin got me over
for pre-season training and | kicked off the
2002-2003 season in the Reserves".

The little-known Simon’s debut hat- Z
trick came in an extraordinary 7-3 win
over Enfield in the Middlesex Charity
Cup, on February 27th 2003.

Extraordinary because Stones fielded just one
recognised first team player - fullback Tyrone
Hercules - and walloped Enfield who were from
a division above. And nine of the Stones side had
played for the Under-19 teamin a PASE Confer-
ence match the previous night!

“You probably want to know what | remem-
ber of that night” said Simon, who spent just
that one season as a striker in the Suburban
League side under boss Francis Joseph,

“The answer is not a lot, but | do remember
that, as a 26-year-old, | benefited from having all
those quick teenagers setting up chances. And
two of the goals were very similar, latching onto
a cut-back from the right wing and shooting low

across the goalkeeper into the net. | never really
thought of it as a breakthrough moment for

me - although it would have been nice to gat into

the Ist Xl squad on the back of three goals on my
debut!

*But Gordon Bartlett, the manager, was very
honest with me™ said Simon. “The club had Ben
Alexander, Marvin Morgan, Richard Jolly and Jer-
maine Beckford and he said ‘you're always going to
be my fifth striker, and | only need four'.... well,
that was like finishing fourth in the Olympic

THE MOST UNREWARDED SCORING DEBUT OF ALLTIME....

Z was a quicker game than | was used to and you could

tell Stones were from a higher level - but right at the
end of the game we got a penalty out of nothing. Rob
Ursell was our best player, full of tricks though not al-
ways in the right areas, and he took the penalty only
for the keeper (Andy Carter} to save it. Then we lost

~ in extra time. Then | recall talking to the Stones play-

ers after the game, and all the fans celebrating... it was

~ ashame but | went on to play for Harefield for three

or four years and have some good memories.

“As for now... well, I'll still play for anyone if 'm asked
and even set up a veterans’ team in Rickmansworth,
Ricky Town, a few years ago. I've also turned out for
Oxhey Jets Vets and Chesham Generals”.

The wheel has turned full circle as Simon is now
working as a PE teacher at his old school, St Clement
Danes. His family live in Chesham and although his
teenage son is more interested in gymnastics than
football, his 15-year-old daughter Abigail used to play
for Arsenal Ladies.

“It's funny” says Simon, ‘but when Abbey joined Ar-
senal she got a full kit bag from the club, anything she
needed. Really professional. In all my time at Veald-
stone and Harefield and Kings Langley, | never got so
much as a pair of socks!”

Wealdstone: Charlie Leary, Mark Shannon, Justin
Wilson, Gulad Adan, Darren Morely, Chris Phillips,
Andy Myhill, fames Duncan, Simon Conway, Ben
Alexander, Tyronne Hercules. Subs Justin Bailey, Alex
Gedeking. Not used: Carl Hunt, Matt Perry.

Goals: Conway 3, Alexander 2, Myhill, Gedeking

Unlucky break fc
defender as Ston

League win over Neasden Hotspurs in 1912. : :
Games. Not a lot of point carrying on really.

for 11 months due to injury since signing from
Ebbsfleet, while Reidy hadn't started for a similar pe-
riod after he was left out in the cold at Oldham.

Beyond that pair, how
could we forget the way
Danny Parish exploded
onto the Wealdstone
scene with his debut hat-
trick at Kings Lynn four
years ago when we were
reduced to watching on
telly in the COVID sea-
son?

Bradley Bubb sunk Glen Tamplin’s Billericay 5-2 and
certainly went on to strike fear into defences with his
every appearance ina blue shirt ... but who was the

; y 3 player before him to
& strile an unlikely treble?
A player swiftly disap-
| peared from view and
never played for the first
team again! Now, thisisa
j statistic to blow your tiny
mind.

Well, we managed to
track down that player.

What Reidy’s treble did : Aat.
was unearth some unlike- i Co;lway b .hls
ly facts and figures that my | m’%&ﬁémiﬁtﬁ d
, | don’t thin

“It was a shame because Martin was a great
mate - and still is - and he regaled me with all the
tales of the first team. Particularly about the sup-
porters in the Change of Hart pub after the
pames! Wealdstone always had a very good fan
base so I'm not surprised things are going so well
at the moment... | always had the impression that
it was a much bigger club than what it was then”.

So Simon moved on to Harefield United and, in
a remarkable twist, found himself playing
AGAINST the Stones in the Middlesex Charity
Cup Final at Staines Town the following season
{right). "'l remember much more about that
pame, and wanting to play well as it was against
Wealdstone and | knew most of their team. |t

lift Charity Cup

. Wealdstons 2
. Harefisid United 1
Middlesex Senior Charlty Cup

by GRAHAM SMITH

Wealdstone made hard work: pf beati

a spirited Harefield side 2.1-t0 [ift the

s'f;[ld]esex ‘%Z:éi:;dchui:y Cup at

Staines on ay, in fro

crowd of of 449, = r_mofs_
It was not the best ‘of staris for

Stones: afler just 12 ‘minutes Rob

Courtnage went info a challenge and

ﬁ:‘ awtwardlisgming his wrist and
4 taken to Hospital by club
sinRiﬁ?.hard Crook. g =

7 f urrell daced the unfortu-

qaﬁ, defl:edngcr‘ : r\_ep untortuo.

", Harefi from the Spartan §

Midlands i.u?ue, \\mw ?::l‘:

E?Draetj WeaIK:lone- players, Nathan

, James , 8i
e gl cn, Simon Conway and

e T | L LI IR

one-on-ones with the imp
Nathan Cobb, the first one w%

by the keeper's legs and the seco
wag smothered. A Trevor De
effort was finely saved by Andy (

The Harefield Fugl
Tomens, g}fﬂﬁms Ef?on}t: n?l;
n i
ceboand, O Rty

With thg fourth official signalli
extra minutes before extra-time tt
gee. awarded a generous pena
Harefield in ﬂwm minuie, |
Butler wasalleged to have pushec
W}liiams.' [ -

ustice was. done when And
made an excellent save IromyI
Unsellos's spot-kick, -

Nine mintites into the first pet
extra-liime, a Jason Shaw (hir
found Danny TFilbury who {urie
liantly-to fire hotme to the fier ot
an acute angle,
~In the second period, Blone I



Your friendly and reliable local garage
... now with a pick-up and drop-off
service to make your life easier
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT SINCE 2023

“Trustworthy and very reasonably priced! My car was dropped off at this garage by the RAC
and the engineers had fixed the suspension within 24 hours. They contacted us quickly, and were
very competent and professional. | would highly recommend” - Anita Dave

“They were spot on with diagnosing the problem and fixing. Great value for money. Gary and
Harry were helpful and sorted the problem - I will be recommending them to family and friends.
- Sarah Wynn

“Wonderful, efficient, knowledgeable, friendly and expert service. Both Gary the mechanic and
Harry the manager were a pleasure to deal with. | can't recommend them enough”.
- Kenneth Spektor

SERVICING
REPAIRS
BRAKES

OIL CHANGE
ENGINE MAINTENANCE

—'—fl@\—-_”

NORTHWOOD AUTO

SERVICES LIMITED
\—‘//

EST
196d

01923 822 873

northwoodautos@gmail.com

20-24 Hallowell Road, Northwood HA6 IDW
(entrance in the lane between numbers 14 and 16)

UCFB

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OF FOOTBALL BUSINESS

Kick off yvour career
N the sports industry

Turn your passion for football into a career with the University Campus
of Football Business where you can study a wide range of courses with
access to iconic stadiums and global summits.

Over 90%* of UCFB graduates find full-
time employment within 6 months of o)
graduating with two thirds of those
working in football and sport

*UCFB internal Graduate Census undertaken 6-9 months = LV 0 ©
after course completion {45% response rate)

The course has been
exceptional for learning so
many skills within the

industry. The lecturers and

module leaders have all really

s = guided me on my journey, and
R | wouldn't be where | am
- now without the help that

UCFB has given me.

.
Rio Rosenberg
BA (Hons) Football Business and
Media student and Women's Content
Creator at Chelsea FC
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| Keepers of the faiti MCKFISHMANLOOKS

ATTHE BEST AND WORST STONES GOALIES OF ALLTIME....

totally dysfunctional team that in 1988 was relegated

Co Number | 1 0-year period from 2010, Northy
3 },g . Northy is  Was largely Mr Reliable inter- from the Gola League.The fact that the team rarely
om a 0 a r ] 2 paraded  spersed with breathtakingly brilliant £ got spanked out of sight was due largely to his heroics.
< o= off the Individual performances, He wasn't Having played in every game until the last five fixtures,
& Alex probably retired from the fray suffering

athleticism, reflexes and bravery
more than compensated for any
size issue.A couple of niggling
injuries and his probably going a
bit stale having been at the same
club for a decade resulted in his
time with us ending in a bit of a

Y pitch t the biggest, but his positional sense,
wo

“f@ﬁ after
saving t

* penalties
in the FA'
Cup nine

. years ago

to the mad man
-_from Malj, it'sge

post-traumatic stress sydrome.

For his second season in charge, Gordon Bartlett
peached giant keeper DARREN BONFIELD from
Kingsbury Town. Bomber appeared to fill the goal and
was imperious in our 1997 championship winning side.
A very good keeper and a huge presence, Bomber did
occasionally display some mental fragility that resulted

: whimper. in his losing his place to the more reliable Noel Imber,

N Going baclc a few decades to but for one glorious season he was magnificent.

e 0 UI e our amateur days, ANDY Towards the end of the 2010/1 | season after
WILLIAMS was the standout Jonathan North suffered a broken leg that would keep

keeper (the legendary Danny
Wiltshire pre-dated me). Joining
us from Loughborough Col-
leges in 1967,Andy performed
brilliantly for us over the follow-
ing 3 seasons and really should
have been capped by England
but for Hendon’s John Swannell
seemingly guaranteed selec-
tion so long as he had a pulse.
Ironically, following his departure
to Enfield in 1970, Andy swiftly
received his first England call up.
When JOHN MORTON joined us in 1974,it
was generally viewed as us having signed the best
goalkeeper outside the Football League. For two
seasons John proved that point with some extraordi-
nary performances. Given that he was partially sighted
and couldn’t see the ball under floadlights made his
lkeeping even more impressive. Actually, none of that
is true (beyond the performances). Ace joker, the
late Danny Light, started the rumcur of John’s visual
difficuldes that, to John's chagrin, gained some wraction.
It was all nonsense but great fun nonetheless.
During Gordon Bartlett's long tenure, the standout

to Wealdstone
galkeepers

GOALKEEPERS. Crikey.

Tim has asked me to look
back at the best and worst
of Wealdstone goalies in my
y Stones-supporting lifetime (61

g chaise-longue only when necessary to prevent the
years and counting) and, well, g

ball from entering his net. | can only recall one match
which demanded his intense active participation: the
Southern League Cup Final first leg at Gloucester
City in 1982 in which he pulled off a series of
spectacular “worldies” in 2 -0 win, In his first two
full seasons with the club he played in every game,
72in 1981/82,and 57 in 1982/83.

He remained as back-up keeper to Bob lles for
the following 1983/84 season. For me he
was the best,

{! would like to add my own
experience here... in | 985 our

i I’ve seen them perform brilliantly,
less brilliantly and comically poorly.
He suggested | rated them using categories such

as safe hands, communication, reflexes, shot stopping and
experience. But what do | know!

They are either okay or rubbish in my world.
So, 1 have had a pop at a slightly more nu-
anced perspective than ‘decent or ‘crap’.

Z

him out of action for most of the following campaign,
boss Bartlett had noted that RIKKI BANKS had
performed miracles against the Stones for Lewes and
stepped in to sign him as Northy’s replacement. It
proved to be an inspired move.

Rikki spent much of the season pulling off saves of
which his marginally better-known namesake, Gordon,
might have been proud. Ironically, Northy returned
to the fray towards the end of the season for a few
games but appeared a little ring-rusty and Rildd Banks
was recalled for the promotion play-off semi-final
against Concord Rangers.

Leading 2-1 with little time left, poor Rikki became
paralysed with nerves and stood rooted to his line
twice to allow Concord to scramble in two late goals.
It was a horrible conclusion to what had been a
terrific season for the keeper.

Northy had injury problems once again before the
start of the Dean Brennar/Stuart Maynard triumphant
campaign of 2019/20.They nipped in to secure Nor-
wich City's ASTON OXBOROUGH on a season
long loan. The youngster had a brilliant season for the
championship-winning Stenes, His impressive frame,
clean handling and outstanding shot-stopping made
him an Integral part of the success. He was inexpe-

.SEm:pLH the best

-..that was RAY GODDARD, Back

in the late 1960s and early 1970s, my
mates who supported Watford would
regularly have apoplectic rants about a
keeper called Ray Goddard, then playing
for Leyton Orient (above, right) and later
Millwall, whom they swore kept rampantWat-
ford forwards at bay almost single handedly. Following

our relegation from the Alliance Premier League in 1981,

manager Allen Batsford moved quickly to bring in his

old glovesman from Wimbledon (Goddard) to assume
keeping duties.A hugely reassuring figure between the
sticks, the unflappable Geddard (admittedly playing be-

supparters’ club players were asked
to fill in for a few games in the
Capital Midweek League as Stones
i chased the non-League double - and
i ¥ [ had the pleasure of being the target
* man for drop kicks from the inimitable

Goddard as he helped us out in goal for

a game at Lower Mead against Barnet. His

kicking was sublime, landing perfectly on my head
or into the channels... and he kept a clean sheet
sheet too - Tim)

Almost the best

There are a few candidates here but

rienced and made the odd ricket, but he more than
made up for it with the rest of his game.

Fulham’s GEORGE WICKENS enjoyed a similarly
successful season with the club 3 years ago. Despite
being just 19 years old, young George proved to be an
outstanding keeper over the entire season and is now
first choice at Lincoln City.

Both Aston and George made a big impression with
the Wealdstone faithful despite their tender years and
brief times with the club.

worth a shout...

Between 1959 and 1965 BILL FOWLER was

keeper (aside from Northy) was probably ANDY
CARTER. Even more vertically challenged than
Wihles' No.|, Carter gave the club four excellent sea-
sons. | struggle to recall his making any genuine rickets,
his one vulnerability perhaps being able to keep out
top drawer striles and headers into the top corners
of the goal that a taller keeper might have reached. He
had no cther weaknesses to his game - and his saves
in the play-off game at Dulwich 20 years ago were
pivotal to the club’s current status.

Short and very sweet

There are a handful of glovesmen who have

spent a brief but glorious time at the club,
starting with ALEX WELSH.
He had the unfortunate experience of playing inthe

hind a rock lilke defence) appeared to take the field in a

JONATHAN NORTH gets my vote for the
smoking jacket and slippers and roused himself from the

runners-up spot behind Goddard., Overa

In case you are Sam Howes, Archie Matthews or Jacob Adams reading this... your time will come

for the most part Wealdstone’s number |
keeper. He commanded his box and was a terrific
Continued overpage >>>

fads! Rest assured you will be mentioned in future dispatches, and no doubt favourably



Keepers continues D TS ALIST OF SOME

shot=stopper.iHe could on occa-
sion suffer a rush of blood that
resulted in slightly eccentric
decision taking, but that
didn't prevent him playing
259 games for the club.|
remember him as a very
fine keeper.

A lovely fella called
CHRIS LIGHTFOOT
took over from John
Morton in 1976 and for
the next season and a
half provided the Stones
fans with the delights of
his very fine keeping and
outstanding sense of
humour. The highlight of
his stewardship was an
away game at Maidstone
United in which a referee
(suffering a sense of humour
bypass) booked the pre-warned Chris for dropping to his
knees in order to try and blow the ball out of the penalty
area after he had “topped” a goal kick. He deemed it
time-wasting. It was visually hilarious and even some of
the home fans booed the consequent yellow card.

The three seasons between Chris Lightfoot and Ray
Goddard saw the popular AN CRANSTONE between
the sticks. Supremely agile and a fine shot stopper, he
did unfortunately have in his locker a clanger ready to
be dropped. It didn't happen often but enough, for the
purposes of this exercise at least, to prevent him entering
the world of the best.

BOB JLES was a fine goalkeeper: Signed from Chelsea
to take over from Ray Goddard, Bob had two great sea-
sons playing behind arguably the dub’s best-ever defence
of Steve Perkins, Dennis Byatt, Paul Bowgstt and Stuart
Pearce/Steve McCargo. Once the team rapidly fell apart,

however, Bob couldn’t stem the flow of goals into our net.

He didn’t lose form as such, but he didn't strike the same
commanding figure as before — understandably so.

For a couple of seasons prior to the great Jonathan
North signing for us, we could boast a
very fine keeper in SEAN THOMAS,
initially signed on loan and then perma-
nently from QPR.

Had he not gone AVWOL at the start
of the 2010/1 | season he would have
remained our keeper and we might
never have been blessed with the skills
of Northy. However, Thomas is prob-
ably best-remembered for arrowing his
early kick up field against the bottom of
Rotherham's Adam LeFondre in the epic
FA Cup tie at the Vale in 2009.The ball,

Ray Bullen flies through
the air to actually save

1 this one in the {-5 defeat
at Wimbledon in 1976

of course, ricochetted back into the net and we had
the worst start imaginable.

The comedians

WHO can forget the clown prince of goalkeep-
ers, KEITA KARAMOKO, in the ground-sharing
Northwood years, whom Gordon Bartlett signed
from Hayes although he was more familiar to Stones
fans as turning out for rivals Harrow.

As an aside, the late Michael Parkinson used to
paint pictures of humour and nostalgia about his
early footballing life playing and watching football
in 1940s Barnsley. One of his musings was on the
eccentricities of goalleepers that centred on a lad
called Clakker May who was coerced into playing
in goal when Parkinson's team were a player down.
He had a strange penchant for gathering the ball and
then - for no apparent reason - running with it into
the back of his net!

Claldeer performed his pantomime dash into his
goal |3 times in the first 20 minutes which led to a
pitch-side conference - and ended up with the club’s

REALLY DODGY ONES AS WE GO THROUGH THE YEARS...

viclent centre half knocking poor Clakker uncon-
scious and ending the flow of goals,

Karamoko was not on the same level of perversity,
but his performances ranged wildly becween the bril-
liant and the disastrous. Ve often saw him giving the
ball away in dangerous areas and then redeem himself
with a world-class save. Yet Keita (right) played for a
Mali side in the Africa Cup of Nations that
was filled with top performers from across
Europe.

For me, though, RAY BULLEN takes the
Tommy Cooper prize for comedy with his
performance atV¥imbledon in 1976 (left).
Plucked from keeping goal for Kodak the
previous season as back up to John Mor-
ton, local man Ray was rarely called into
action. Unfortunately, he stepped into the
breach to face league champions Dons. i

Most of the action took place in or e
around our penalty area and the short and ='.«-
stocky Ray could be seen leaping up to
punch the ball away from the lurlking goal
hungry home forwards. But his timing
was all wrong and the top of his leap coincided with
the ball hitting the ground while he crouched on the
ground as the ball reached the top of its arc. It was
lilke watching a performing dolphin leaping to grab fish
tossed in its direction but failing to gobble up even
one, Somehow, we only lost 5-1.

One other keeper worth a shout here is HUGHIE
HARDAKER, not for his abilities — he was a very
good performer — but for his singular appearance. He
was the most lantern-jawed person | have ever en-
countered, His jaw line must have been several inches
wider than his forehead,

The |960s were unarguably less enlight-
ened than today and the YWealdstone
“choir” were relentless in their
rendition of the Manfred Mann hit
“The Mighty Quinn” adjusted to
“The Mighty Chin" whenever the
ball went anywhere near the poor
bloke. But Hughie had the last laugh.
Hardaler moved on to Yvembley
FC and we faced them twice in the

1967/68 season. Despite their being in
the "lower” Athenian League, theVale Farm-
ers turned us over twice, 2-0 in the FA Cup and
4-1 in the President’s Memorial Trophy 2nd Leg,and
Hughie'’s excellent goalkeeping playad no smallpart in
those successes,

F
The sttlon
MY formative years were the 1960s which is probably
why players,and goalkeepers in particular, stand out
more sharply in my memory:While we could boast
very good keepers in Bill Fowler, Miclcy Blythe and

v AndyWilliams, those keeping goal for rival teams
Y spring easily to mind. John Swannell was first choice

for Hendon and England for the entire period and
beyond; lan Yolstenholme was at Enfield; Dave
Roffey at Sutton United, John Shippey at Oxford
City; Tony Mackie at Leytonstone; and John Maskell

Y was between the sticks atVWycombe Wanderers,

Dennis Wells meanwhile is a name
scorched on to the souls of Stones fans
old enough to remember him: He kept
goal for Chesham United in their amazing
run to the Amateur Cup Final of 1968,
on the way inflicting a deeply wounding
semi-final defeat on the Stones at Craven

Cottage. He proved to be unbeatable on
the day,as he was when turning out for
Leighton Town 3 seasons later when the
Spartan League minnows dumped us out
of the FA Cup.

In Bath's goal for much of the 1970s was
a very fine keeper called Kenny Allen. The
4 teenage Kenny had served a very brief

custodial sentence for a misdemeanour
which, sadly for him, had not escaped the attention of
the Wealdstone fans who were asking why his jersey
didn’t have arrows on it. While In the |980s, North-
wich Victoria's keeper, Dave Ryan, struck a slightly
odd appearance:. Round faced, with a snubby nose and
generous of girth Dave suffered years of chants from
the Stones fans of “Pigs in goal,” but forged a mutual
respect with the Stones faithful. At the conclusion of
a 2-2 draw against theVics on19th April 1988, which
effectively confined the Stones to relegation, Dave
turned to the home fans and shared with them a long

and affectionate applause.
- And what about Enfield’s goalkeeper of the
!9805, John Jacobs? If Dave Ryan bore
a passing resemblance to our porcine
'3, friends, John Jacobs (left) looked the
& spitting image of comedian James
Corden in his, er heavier days. Very
¥ short, very stocky and apparently
Yo 4‘ happier playing rugby, Jacobs’ unhap-
piest hour arrived in the 2nd leg of the
FATrophy semi-final at Lower Mead in
1985, With the Stones winning 2-1 on ag-
te and time running out for the visitors,
Jacobs raced miles off his line to scythe down
Alan Cordice and receive his marching orders, spilling
out of his green jersey which he handed to midfielder
Paul Taylor for those final, ecstatic moments!

In recent years, the ample figure of Nathan Ash-
mere has frustrated us for both Gosport and Bore-
ham Wood, while today’s oppo keeper is an exotic
one: Brazilian Lucas Covolan, formerly of Maidstone,
Torquay and PortVale. Let's make some more happy
Stones memeories, Lucas!

-

g



Rolfe East

What we offer?

Cornbine further education
and full time football or train
and play like a professional.

Three farl'mc‘;ast::: locations at
Harefield S [, H
Gollstie e Erinel Univateiny LEARN TRAIN PLA ) 4
A wide range of courseson | | ) O S LSRR
offer including BTECs,

Degress and Pefsonal wn'H THE WEALDQTGNE
Fc ACADEMY

Commercial

Land

Represent Wealdstone FC in
the FA Youth Cup, the U19
National League, Tactic
Leagues & U23 National Youth
League.

Development

New Homes’

Sales & Lettings

A limited number of places are

available for talented players R
looking to focus just on
developing as pro footballers. The academy is Now

R e 6 L o recrwtmg 16-23 year ol is in
pathway from u19s throughto  preparation tor Septe ‘b@{m
the first team. 2025

@ wealdstonefcacademy

) wealdstoneFCA s [ 123

© academy@wealdstonefe.com ) (“ Max Rolfe Robert Barrett
( 07944684782 1 Gommercial Property Land, Development
B | & New Homes
Max.Rolfe@rolfe-east.com robert@rolfe-east.com

Interested?
ted? Apply now 0208 566 0288 0208 579 4080




SPONSOR A MATCH 2024-2025. ..

Celebrate an occasion or advertise your suEport for

the Stones with one of our great-value packages...

Sponsoring a matchis a great way to
celebrate an occasion or advertise your
organisation’s support. Packages start for
fans at just £495 for 4 people, and for

businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.

As a Wealdstone FC match sponsor you will enjoy
match tickets for 4 people (inc. prime main stand
seats if required); a fantastic advertising package,
including publicity over the PA system; website and
social media together with a piece in the programme;
boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main Hall
hospitality including a pre-match hot meal with wines
and half-time refreshments courtesy of in-house

OLDHAM ATHLETIC (August 17, National League)
BALL DONORS: Barry 0'Sulivan

SUTTON UNITED (August20, National League)
BALL DONORS: Mike & Val Weston

AFC FYLDE (August 26, National League)
MATCHSPONSORS: Live Retail

YORK CITY (September . National League)

MATCHSPONSORS: Roffe East
BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club

BARNET (September 21, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Rotfe East
BALL DONCRS: Matthew Snell

SOUTHEND UNITED {Septermber 24, National League)
MATCH SPONSORS: Contact ahheychandler@wealdstonefe.com
BALL DONORS: Tony Pauliey

GOSPORT BOROUGH (october 13. FA Cup 4th OR)

BALL DONORS: Andy Richards, Daniel Richards, Mark Pope & Del
Franklin,

A A A AR,

AR

T

A
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caterer Lynn Evans; match-day programmes for all in
your party; a dedicated table for you and your guests
throughout your stay; the naming and presenting of
the ‘Man of the Match’ award; and a souvenir
memento of your day. Our match sponsors and their
guests are all entertained in surroundings befitting
such a special occasion be it a birthday; anniversary or
any other special event! We will work with you to
ensure you and your guests get to enjoy a truly
memorable experience.

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or fohn
Young on 07874 846785 for more details.

YEQVIL TOWN (0ctober 19, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: NBMtechrology
BALL DONORS: Rej Darbar

BRAINTREE TOWN october 22, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Rolfe East
BALL DONORS: Darrell Parsons

ROCHDALE (Noverber 16, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Rolfe East | Harrow Windows
BALL DONORS: Help Stones put the ball in the net — donate this one!
donating one.

TAMWORTH (November 26, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel University | Rolfe East
BALL DONORS: Help Stones put the ballin the net—doniate this one!
donating one.

ALTRINCHAM (November 30, National League)
;mrmgggﬁﬂaa Bedford Friends of Wealdstone in memory of

John 0
BALL DONORS: Toby Jackson, Lapels Badges

DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE (December 21, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Harrow Windows
BALL DONORS: Help Stones putthe ballinthe net— donate this one!
tonating one.

BOSTON UNITED (fanuary 1. National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Hetp Stones putthe hallin the net— donate this one!
tlonating one. donating ene.

... ORDONATE A BALL 2024-2025

.or be a part of matchday
by donating the match ball!

A package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (£180)
for four people that will give you the satisfaction of knowing
you have paid for the ball that YVealdstone are banging into
the net (or out of the ground!). As ball donor you will enjoy:
4 x Match tickets

4 x Captains’ Lounge hospitality + refreshments and snacks
Publicity over the PA system and via the official club yvebsite
and social media

4 x match-day programmes

| x Signed Ball

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John Young
on 07874 846785 for more details.

HARTLEPOOL UTD (January 18, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact ahbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Help Stones putthe ballin the net— donate this one!
tlonating one. donating one.

SOLIHULL MOORS (February 1, National League)
}ATCH SPONSORS: Contact alibeychandler @wealdstonefc.com
[ALL DONORS: Graham Clark and Mike Pullin

GATESHEAD (February 8, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Ruislip Windows and Doors
BALL DONORS: Keith Davies

EBBSFLEET UNITED (February 22, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel University © Paul Lazenby
BALL DONORS: Help Stones putthe biall in the net—onate this ong!

ALDERSHOT TOWN (March 1, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Rolfe East )
BALL DONORS: Peter and Steve Drew inmemory of Tony Drew

EASTLEIGH (March 15, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Ruislip Windows and Doors ;
PALL DONORS: Hetp Stones putthe hallinthe net— donate this one!
tlonating one. donating one.

WOKING (March 22, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Help Stones putthe ball inthe net—donate this one!
tonating one. donating one.
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FOREST GREEN ROVERS (April5, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abbeychandler @wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Help Stones putthe hallin the net — donate this one!
donating one. donating one.

MAIDENHEAD UNITED aprit21, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Help Stones put the ballin the net— donate this one!
donating one. dorating one.

FC HALIFAX TOWN (May 5. National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abheychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Peter and Steve Drew, Ron Moore and David
Edwards, im memory of fans nolonger with us.




KIDS PARTIES
AT GOALS RUISLIP

Enjoy a great kids party at Goals any time of the year.

Whether you choose our Premiership or Championship
package, your little Kicker is sure to have a day to
remember.

All parties take place in a fun but safe environment to
give you peace of mind whilst your kids hit the pitch.

n Platinum Trusted

ORVISIT GOALSFOOTBALLLO.UK  sorien v

feefo

]

<5 FOLLOW US (0
@Hopandvinebar

18 High Street, Ruislip.____
Middiesex HAY 7AN i

P ,ul‘t Beer - Heulf“ﬂ_l*e Fme Wines -

v—r-n—m

12-14 HIGH STREET

RUISLIP, HA7 7AN
01895 636776
sales@homeflairdiy.co,uk

DIY IN RUISLIP SINCE 1978 Bt ALIRT

P

Sandtex
L

PAINT COLOUR MIXING AND MATCHING: ALL
THE MAJOR BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

NOBODY

CARES

ABOUT

YOUR

IDEAS | _
MORENHANIVEDORIIP =it ecinis)

'\ eombined knowledge. - - "¢ \ ‘_
.6 years of awgrds don't lie! ?

Promote your business with Merchandise Ltd. Branded items fromone . S CCI“ 'l"OI‘ a
of the UK's top Merchandise suppliers. | { quote

Events, Uniforms, Giveaways - Low MOQ's and quick turnaround times, tOqu
% Quote WealdstoneFC for a 15%
dizeount on your first order
01895 438 459
Bales@merchandise.co.uk
www.marchandise.co.uk




A= APPEARANCES AS STARTER
S = APPEARANCES AS SUBSTITUTE

G = GOALS SCORED

TEAM APPEARANCES S HesitELT L
SEASON 2024-2025

g Official benchwear provider
new bokonce i | ]

CORRECT VANARAMA FA FA MIDDLESEX ~ MIDDLESEX TOTALS STONES
AS AT 12TH MATIONAL cup TROPHY SENIOR CHARITY CAREER
OCTOBER 2024 LEAGUE cup Ccup
S 6 AS G A S GASGASGASTGA A SG

Adams, Jacob 1 1 Loy
Adarkwa, Sean 20 15 10
Ashford, Sam S E Al FEIE e
Barrett, Mason b 1 : ) 146 16 2
Boldewijn, Enzio 1 1 | 14 A
Cesay, Kallum g 2 | 1 7 3 |16 &
Clarke, Jahmari * 2 2 2
Cook, Jack 12 1 13 142 5 1
Dreher, Luke il 2188 o
Dyer, Alex 9 2 9 2 226 46 3
Eastmond; Craig 1 1 1
Georgio, Anthony B 5 1 § 6 5 6
Howes, Sam 4 ] 5 40
Hutchinson, Dominic 5 8 1 6 8 2% 16 1
Kretzschmar, Max 52 1 AR B LT SR R
Mariappa, Adrian 12 12 12
Mason, Brandon W 1 15 3 2 10
Matthews, Archie 4 9 §
McFarlane, Calium o5 23 9 A R E R ]
Miller, Todd 3 | 3 3
Mundie-Smith, Jaydn g 1 88 5
Obiero, Micah m 2 21 12 2 2|7 15 12
Reid, Alex 1A 3 1 il 3
Sandat Henry 6 5 11 7 §F 12 & 1
Scolt, Christian 3 I 34 3 6
Thorpe, Elliot w1 4 1 4 1
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WHO'S SPONSORED WHO (ON AND OFF THE PITCH) THIS SEASON

SUPPORT your favourite player by donating K L t d

thelr kit for every game of the new season!

It costs £165 to sponsora player’s home or away
kit, or £250 to get a shirt signed by your chosen
player at the end of the season. You'll also geta
mention balow, a mention on the club website — and
it mention on any player interviews we publish on X
and YouTube.

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John
Young on 07874 846785 for more details.
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— LOUNGE-
RESTAURANT | BAR |
SHISHA | CLUB | EVENTS
66 JOEL ST, NORTHWOOD, HAS 1LL

01923 840157
NAMASTELOUNGE.COM
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The Football Foundation is the
Premier League, The FA and
the Government's charity.

We award grants and work with
partners to deliver outstanding
grassroots football facilities
across England.

@

vanarama

an SAutoTrader company
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£0 Admin Fees’

Only At Vanarama.com
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SUPPORT THE STONES HERE AT HOME AND ACRUSS ENGLAND

Coming up

herea
The Vale > Bthizies

4 SOUTHAMPTON RUCHni]ALE
{ UNDER21S 1

National
League Cup
Tuesday

26th November
7:00pm

Vanarama
National League
Saturday
16th November
3:00pm

National
League Cup
Tuesday

5th November
7:00pm

VANARAMA NATIONAL STONES
LEAGUE — TABLE, ALL RESULTS

AS AT 20TH OCTOBER PWODL PWDL A D L

1 Barnet 14100 4 3116 TT7 00 204 7 3 0 41 12 15 30 03

Z ForestGreemRovers 14 9 3 2 2511 5 41 0 10 4 9 5 2 215 7 14 30

3 York City 148 51237 7511 123 73401 4 16 29 02

4 Gateshead 148 33 2612 Te 01 155 7232101 W 71 °2r 0-1
5 Oldham Athletic M7 5221 73 21 106 7 4 21 1 9 7 26 01

6 Rochdale 147 3 4 2212 7T 3229 5 T 41 213 7 10 24

T Halifax Town 46 53 1612 83 32 12210 6 3 214 2 4 23 2-2
8 Yeovil Town 46 351 W4 722365 6 74121 8 3 21 03

9 Eastleigh 146 352120 7 421 151 72146 9 1 21

10 Solihull Moors 46 352123 7223 1014 7 41 21 9 2 21 1-1
1 Dagenham&Redbridge 14 5 5 4 2414 7 4 21 18 6 7 1 3 3 6 B8 10 20 12
12 Tamworth 46 26 19257 41 2 1310 721 46 15 -6 20

13 Sutton United 45 45 2323 7 22 3 12 12 7 3 2 28 11 +0 19 01

14 Altrincham M5 45 1IT192 73 31 127 72145 12 2 19

15 Southend United 44 551819 72239 1N 72329 8 4 17 1+

16 Aldershot Town 44 55 2123 7322 13U 71338 12 217

17 Hartlepool United 44 551215 71 425 8 73137 7 3 17 11
18 Woking 44 46 16207 3138 10 71 3 38 10 -4 16 0-1
19 Maidenhead United 44 37172172237 8 721 410 13 415

20 Braintree Town 143 47 9 15 73225 3 70254 12 6 13

21 AFC Fylde 143 38183 7 3221512 70163 18 -12 12 10

22 Boston United 142 39132 80265 17 62138 9 -3 9

23 Wealdstone 41 589 21 71152 11 7043T 10 <12 8 - -
24 Ebbsfleet United 41 3 101 3 71t 245 10 7 0166 21-20 6
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sponsored by Dsmo, specialists in
the supply of wood finishes

3:.00pm ' 3:00pm 12:30pm

Official Sponsors of
Wealdstone FC

pFlewis

Maintaining Excellence

GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing
Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services.

gpflewis.co.uk




