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PAGE2 WELCOME BACK TOTHE VALE!
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BY TIM PARKS

Everybody says that pre-season
friendlies are meaningless, but after
narrow defeats to Chesham and
Meotts County, and a draw at Walton
& Hersham it was gratifying to see
the fruits of progress u-gnlnf'l: a
young Millwall side here on Saturday.

‘fesh, yeah, it was only a warm-up maoch bot that
bse-kick-of-the-game winner from Trae Cook-
Appiah was due reward for 2 ream graduadhy
evolving into the sort of front-foot, pressing team
o which we aspire.

As assistant boss Paul Hughes said in an ingerview
with Will Beaman afterwards: “We had 1o change
certain areas and inroduce personality into our
play - we're big on that. To be braver on the ball and
increxse the ball speed. It meant we created all the
chances in the secomnd half and quite rightly won te
game”

Micah Crbtero soruck his first goal of dee season
from the edpe of the box to level the scores ar half
time frer the powerful Chin ol had headed the
Lions” under-2 | inco an early lead. Then the lvely

- Fffﬂurlz_-. \
i MIKE RENNY ™
A il

pre-season” said Hughes. “WWe are improving in
every game with the players gerting more familiar
with each other and gxining more cohesion.

“There is swch a good culture at this clsb, 2 spiric
of togetherness that s refreshing for both mysedf
and Marr, the way the players care about each ather.
It’s noww all abour enhancing that and gerting us 1o
the place we want to be by August 10th”.

There was further good news with the
announcements of the of new
contracts for Alex Dyer and Jaydn
Mundle-Smith.

There is no dowbr thar Alex = the heartbear of the
changing room and the picture of him on the cover
of this programine [ast week, marauding thirowgh the
Chesham defence, obviously made the difference!

And putting ogether a feature for the Sutton
Umnited visic in 2 few weels saw his name pop up,
having scored rwice at Gander Green Lane against
United |4 years ago. Yes, the same Alex but he can
only have been a eenager 3
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Continued from page 1
appositon Crawley Town and MK
Dwons. Wye've met both clubs before
of course, as pages 4 & 5 of this issue
weill confirm but it is a pleasure w be
facing the full might of dheir EFL
squads.

It's quize a rermarkable colncidence
that cwr apponants for this pair of
pre-season friendlies are the pao
sides thar mer over bao legs ina
League Two play-off semi-final only
lzst May. MK Dons won't want to be
reminded of the resulc as Cravley

won B-1 on aggregate: 3-0 in the firsc

leg ar their Broadfield Stadium (2
game originally postponed for 24
hours becxsse of 2 clowdburst) and
then a remarkabla 5-1 ar Seadium
MK four days larer. Seriker Danilo
Orsi, who we remember from his
prolific scoring days at Hampeon &
Richmond and also Maidenhead,

scored a hat-urick in that game oo puc

the e way beyond ME Dang’ reach.
Crawdey then beat Crews Alesan-
dra in the play-off final ar VWembley -
having sneaked inco the play-offs in
seventh place on the final day of the
regular season - to regain their place
in League Cive. Since then they have
signed our ouscanding centre-back
from last season, Charlie Barker.
Manager Soom Lindsey has donea
grear job wo ger the Sussex club

promoted and, incerestingly enough,

Charlie’s dad Richie Barker was man-

ager of the Reds when they made

won't guieten down until you
have forked out!

Serioushy, it's a key part of our
fundraising every seasan and a
great way 1o get invoded. plusics
ErEar oo See yOUr name mentoned
in desparchas. Kit Sponsorship re-
rnains ar £065 {but there s the op-
thon b pay £250 and recelve pour
player's signed shirt at the end of
the season) while matchball dona-
oon again coss £180 (225 %var for
businesses). This inchudes npo-
rare hospicalicy in the Caprains
Lounge for four people.

Pleaze conract Pere on (W97
E%8370 or |ohn on 07874 846785,

Far our final two pre-season
pames we switch our focus to
local non- opposition.

On Tuesday july 30 (7.30) we
rravel o Soudhein League Div Omne
side Kings Langley and then comes
the ruch-anticipared clash with
Marional League South Hernel
Hermpstead here az the Vala on
August 3rd (3pm). Hemel are, of
course, now managed by our
farmer boss Bobby WWilkinson and
fearure former Stomnes |andy
Mongoy, Dan Wishare and Michael
Phillips. Could be sphcy!

Stones in pre-seagson so far:
Sar July 7 Walton & Heh (2 D3-3
Goals: 0.5, Adarkwa, Hutchinzon
Sar Juby 13 Chesharm Ued jaj LO=1
Tues July 16 Motes Co (k) LI-2

Wealdstone Vanarama
National League fixtures
{heme games in bold iype)

Sa Aug 10 Dagerharn & Redodge
Sar Aug IT Oldkarn Athletic
Tue Aug 20 Sutzon Uniced

5 Aug M Hartlepool Uinibed
Maon Aug 26 AFC Fylde, 3pm
53 Aug 3 Solidl Moors

Sat Sep 7 York City

Tuwe Se 10 Winking

5 Sep |4 Forest Green Rovers
SatSep 11 Barmer

Tue Sep 24 Southend United
S Sep 28 FC Halifax Teran

Sar Ot § Gapeshead

St Oct 12 Emirares FA Cup 40
Sat Oct 19 Yeovil Town

Tuwe Oet 22 Braintree Town
S Ot 25 Ehbeflest United
Sext MWow 2 FA Cup Jat round
Sa ow' S Aldershot Town

Sat Mov 16 Rochdals

Sa w13 Eastheagh

Tuse Mow 26 Tanweorth

Sar Mov 30 Alcrincham

Sent Dee 7 suru FA Trophy Rd 3
Sa Dec 14 Cidham Athietic
Sar Dec 21 Dagenham & R
Thu Dec 26 Maiderhead L, 3pm
Wed Jan | Bosten Utd, 3pm
Sat Jan 4 [suzu FA Trophy Rd 4
Sat lan || Altrincham

Tue an 4 Sutton Unded

Sar Jan 18 Hardepool United

Todd Miller made it 2-1 after a mix-up between the And what 2 coup by retaining HMundles’ for their debur as a third flight chsb back GM-EA!HM S fan 25 AFC Fyide
Milhwall keeper and M _Smith's anather year! He was the in l‘lﬂlll. Sar July 20 Millwall LU21 {h) W3-1  SarFeb | Solibul Moors
defender (pictured ac Gaffnrmmfﬂ'ﬂ-‘ -ﬂ“ﬂhﬁlfﬂﬂ"h epitome of consisrency [ast It's abso good o mest MK Daons Goals: Obiera, Miller, Conk-Appiah  Sar Feb B Gateshead
the 1op of the page) partrl!rjmfiﬂ'lh‘l'-l-"lﬂﬂu' season, playing every game again in pre-sexson - we Bcad Sat Fah 15 facwdl Town
only for an excellant uned 2 horror injury the League Two side last Juby Tue Feh 18 Bramtres Town
finish from 2 mrialisz o against Eastleigh in the and surprised them with a 2-1 Sat Fah 77 Ebbsflest United
lewel again ar 2-2. The chosing weeks. And if you whin. Under former Gateshead St Mar | Aldershor Town
crowd were serting for ware wondering '!nhat glig manager Mike WWilllams, ap- Tue Mar 4 Tarmworth
an entertaining draw he could add to his game, pointed last Ocvober, the 1 Sar Mar 8 Bochdale
when the exciting wry Tatherhood? Dons nevertheless managed o Sar Mar I5
Cook-Appiah saw his Baby |osiah only arrived finish fourth before the harrar ! mmnw!
Ol sr-rvinue efforc - four monchs xpo bue is of those sami-finals. M 29 "rbrkl ﬁﬂ;
deflect into the the Probably slready very clued up on Onto more prosaic sk e
Holywell End net for best to FEWErt 1 the game (see picmure left matters: Pete Worby and m:wlllﬂﬂ-ﬁﬂ"m’
the winner. | aflat back four A big thanks, of course, John Young have taken prilBamet

“To be honest we're once Daddy’s fit ¥ foes 1o the respective on the mantle of Ball do- RIS RTTE TS vy Cook-Appia AP e et i
shour where | 5 picture: Jon TAFFEL managers of our friendly nors and Kit Sponsorship e hhm'fﬂﬂ’dlﬂimtﬁmwhu‘ Mon Apr 21 Maidenhead LI, 3pm
expected us o be in ' - Contd overpage >> this seasen and they | PICTURE: jon Taffe o LU Sab Ape 1 Southend Uinted

Mon May 5 FC Halifax T, 3pm




PAGE & A BLAST FROM THE PAST.
Reffing brilliant:
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Fingers finest
hour at Crawley
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WEALDSTONE v CRAWLEY TOWN...
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Ovwr older fans will recall many bat-
tles in the Southern League’s lower
reaches back in the 1970s, when the

b =l by Cariis
The s i ha

Reds {who then played ata dilapi- Shepharil from Raindamn
dated Town Mead) were perennial

. bur it seams only yester- :l';‘ulnt:.::
day that we rravelled o Crawleys Mo srumd be il

new Broadfield seadium in 1999 w
face the Sussex side in the FA
Trophy 2nd round in what was our
MNOET FE0RNT MBaing.

Graharm Smith’s match report {above right)
brought the memaories of that day flocding back: the
Stones were in the [sthmizn Division Chne and were
underdogs as we faced newly-monied Southern
League Prem side Crawley at their impressive new
home. But Wealdstone were magnificent_. even if it
neaded the assistance of Paul (Fingers) Froin w help
us on our way. Fingers, the Stones club secreary
and a qualified referes, carne to the rescus soon
afver half time when an assistant referee suffered 2
hamstring injury. He quickly changed into some
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rracksuit trowsers and a black cop and was immediace-
Iy inwolved as owr striker Rocky Bapusze (looking sus-
plciously offside) larched onuo a long ball upfield from
keeper Moel imber. The Crawley goallie blocked the
shot but it ran 1o Speve Bircham who blaseed in irre-
sigtibly for 1-0! Mine minutes lacer, Brian jones coolly
comnverted a Dom Sverling pass (undoubredly onside)
and sealed the deal.

Cwir rmost recent league meeting (report below left)
was seaged at Town Mead in the 1991-92 season we
were relegated from the Southern League Prem.
Groundsharing, preposterously, at
Vicarage Road, owr away form was
aften betrer and this was the case as
a lare Tomy Lynch goal stole the
poines. Two of our best players in thar
unhappy spell were signed from
Crasley - David Venables and Grant
Gallaglher - with Venables especially
rising o prominence after he'd been
rransferred oo Stevenage. He was

s later capped for the England C team.
g e s o g o et} Crawley's star was rising at thar
I:Hl'l.-l"l"l'ﬂ““l g Wi _r"--:::rn timee, and after moving o the now-
WEALDSTONE AR :";__",,',-T'.'_:: bo e mems Vemwen | named Checkatrade Stadium they
REDE Eﬂ“ of thrse points = st e =ule 202 i “hemm “Wew=  won promotion o the Conference
o Town Mand o Saturdsy PR e Do P | in 2010. Next followed 2 1-0 defeat
e gy AR L dee | arMan Litd in the FA Cup and two
"..‘::.,:-ﬁ BRVANT = 5 O g i s o 8= years brer promotion to League
- —_-—:H__; e = S - E;_-:;—H E e vm | Two! Pgrnﬁwp'omncnhlaiseasm
sl R e P - % i et i | M2aNs Crawley are now ba
u_-;- _':' 'l-**:_LE ...“'...-u.--ﬁ— e - w= = | playing at their highest-ever level.
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..AND LAST TIME WE MET THE DONS FROM MILTON KEYNES PAGES

Abitof history... but just

Last season we welcomed
League Two outfit MK
Dons as aur first home
oppasition of pre-sea-
501... and that sent our
minds whirring here at
Programme Towers.

Had we ever played dhem
before! MK Dons are, of
oourse, the franchised wversion
af the ald Wim bladon FC
which caused such a furore
when the South London
club lacated vo Badford-
shire in 2001.

That had all scarved in
1997 wihen a consorturm led
by miusic prosmater Pese Win-
kelman (supported by Asda and
IKEA) proposed a large recail de-
velopment in Milton mes incheding
a Fooball League-standard stadium.

The consartum approached Luton, Wimbledon,
Crystal Palace, Barner and Queens Park Rangers! In
2001 Wimbledan FC cwners Rakke and Gjelsten
appointed a new chairman, Chares Koppel, who
weas in favour of this idea, saying it was necessary to
stap the clulb going out of business - and 1o the fury
af most Wimbledon fans Koppel announced on 2
August 2001 thaz the club intended wo relocace to
Milzon Keynes,

Champlonship side WEC remained ar Selhurst
Park while the search of 2 new stadiurm continwed
ard b June 2003 went inco administragon: YWinksl-
man decided o buy the club and arranged the em-
porary use of the Matonal Hockey Stadium in Mil-
ton Keynes, playing ics first macch there in Seprem-
ber 2003. Mine manths later Yinkelman's Incer ME
Group beught the club ouwt of administradon and
announced changes to its name, badge and colours -
the team was renamed Milton Keynes Dons Foot-
ball Club.

By this time MK Dons were in League One, and
though they won promaogion to the Championship
in 2014 it has been a slow declne for the club since
then... ending in relegation o League Two in May
2023,

There is of course rich iromy and smug looks
among the supporrers of the original Wimbledon
FC. In the wake of the club's conoreversial reboca-
won, AFC Wimbledon was boen and the phoeniz
club has risen from Surrey Councy football righc
throwgh the [sthmian and Matonal Leagues. Mow of
course they are abso in League Two (relegated in
2021) alongside MK Dons with 2 new home of their
owni in Merton, just down the road from the old
Plough Lane ground.

Oider Stones fans (like rryself) have chared che

Fictire: Doug

Afex Dyer sweeps in
® first goal fast fuly.

expraordinary stories of Wimbledon and indeed

the one previous meeting

OUR RECORDY MK DONS
P1W1DOLOF2AI

Milron Keynes Ciry over the past 50 years.
 Current ME Dons fans mzy not care oo

reflect dhae the area once had a farky
suocessiud Southern e TR in
Blarchley Town, which went out of business
in 1974 andwas renamed Milton Keynes Ciy.
In the ety BOs the Wimbledon FC chair man Ron
Moades bought 2 conmralling interest inthe club (1
waonder why?) bur the lack of interest in football in
the: town imade him bail out in 1985, when MK Cicy
went bankrupt.

The cluby re-gme in the mid-90s, pla ar
Wolvervon Tmm‘sﬁky old ground :: I'J;e'gwm
Midiards League - and it was there, | balieve, thar the
Sranes only other mezting with 2 ‘Miloo n Keynes
branded team’ ever wook place.

O the evening on Wednesday Swmese 13, 1997
(three days before the lsthmian League D sion Teo
season kicked off) Gardon Bardert took a squad X1
o Wolverton fo ra warm-up friemdy. Precious few
deqails are e ﬂeanedtu. thanks o the Eimsie
Envier fanzine and Roger Slater's Vealdstone ‘bible®
we know that ic finished Mitos Keynes Ciry |,
‘Wealdstone 2 in front of a heaving crowd of 87
Maybe Ron Moades was right about the aparhy ef the
local populaton!

Sowhat happened when we finally rer up with ‘a
Milton-Keynes-branded side’ again last summer?
‘Well, the first half, in partiailar, saw “Stonesball’ in all
its glory while their fans, who wmed up in good
numbers expecting a comiortable win incur homely
surroundings, wera simphy mystified. How could 2
parc-time Matonzl League side ouplay thes! What
did i all meanto a club banking on a quickbownee-
back to Lewel Three! An early goal from Alex Dyver, a
terrific volleyed leveller from Max Dean with 8 min-
utes o go and an equally smart volley from Giovanni
MoGregor moments ler decided the game.

July 11:'Wealdstone (1) 2 MK
Dons (0) | Goak: Dyer 26, MoGregor B3, Weald-
stone: Trialise A Trialks B6&), Barker [Phillips 64),
Cook {c) (Trials E45), Mundle-Smich fHearn 66).
Clayden (McGregor 45), Dyer (Ferguson 45),
Charles { Trialise D 45, K retzschimar (Trialisc F 45),
Allarakhia (Trialik o G 45), Obiero (Olomola 45),
Carnpbell (Andrews 45)
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| think we |l feel a lot
stronger physically this

time next week after
these two games. The
are Just what we nee

Hello all and welcome back to the Vale.
“With the fairly predicrable disappointment of the
natianal geam in Euro 20024, atrenthon can firmlby gurn
o thie Maronal League campaign and our pre season

leading up to it With the base of our fitness work
done in the first couple of weeks of oraining at Brunel
Uniwersicy, now s the tme that a player can build up
hiz sharpness in the friendliss we have planned.

It’s a busy pre season schedule with four more
ratches still vo play before we begin our competitive
SEASON O sc | Och.

| feal wie will be physically a loc
stronger this tme next week hav-
ing played these two high-class
Fooctball League r2ams. Both
Crawley and ME Dons play a
similar style vo that which Souarc
Maynard’s Maorts County em-
ployed against us: both like o play
froam thie back and build up
through the thirds, often scoring
high-qualicy combination goals.

5o we need to learn lessons
froam our march with County. |
thought we were 2 bit oo
respectul of them in the first half 3
and their class showed through .
as they conoralled the game with che ball farlarge
parts (2 tale we are all-uoo-Bmillar wich).

Conceding two early goals was disappointing as
Moots only oroubled owr goal three dmes in the first
half The second half was a complete contrast. We
played on the frone foot and goc far more pressure
higher up the picch, someching the manager wants
o do.

Players will make mistakes under pressure from the

oppasiton at any bevel, so it is vical we do this
more and more.

| actually wanched both Crawdey and ME Dons
face each other in the League 1 play-off semi
final lase May. | was supposting my friend, the
Drons wingback Kyran Lofthouse.

A magnificent Crawley performance saw them
win B-1 over the two legs, the highest play-off
aggregate in history. Tipped 1o go down before
a ball was kicked, it needs o be said chat the
Crawley Town manager Scot Lindsey has done
an incredible job.

What struck me in both semi final per-
formances was the rele of Corey Addai,
the Crawley Town goa

It weasn't his work with his hands whch struck

me but his posidoning and ball work ac his feet - he
aceed as another cenore back, creating an overload
at the back which allowed Crawley to build from
the back with confidence and siccess,

Bu suich has been the success of the team thar
rrarry players have left and found clubs higher up
the fooballing pyramid. Of course Crawley have
rmade signings too, incleding former Stone and

friend Charlie Barker. It's a fan-

rastic move for Charlie and Pm
sure he will learn hexps from
Lindsey.

As | alleded 1o earlier, both
Crawley and MK will pose us
defensive problems but ones
which we should relish. We
canceded 72 goals last season
and if we want to Improve upon
last season’s positon and push
the boundaries, this figure will
have to be reduced. Dthink the
experienced signings we have
made will help ratrers. . dhar

know-how of how po win -0
with a clean sheet, or o rake a
point away from horme are the small, invisible aoori-
butes I'm hoping will improve this season with our
added experiance.

Mo miacter, s a hong season but come August
10th we st be ready. This week will go a long
way in preparing us for Dagenham & Redbridge
away and I'm looking forward o .

Enjoy the games and Up the Stones!

Don'tmiss my revealing viog >>> youtube.com/@maxtalksfoothall

This programme s printed by Hillingdon Greenprint, based here in Ruislip, using plant-based ink and
wwwe hilfngdongreenprint.co.

fully recyeled paper. Details from Graham at

wk. Local and affordabie!
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Welcome to the first
WFCSC notes of the mew
season!

| hicspe: that rrary of you will
have sean the annowncemeant
regarding the Supporters
Club donation of £15,000 to
cower the cost of the new

rg'er dugodrs ar the Yale.

over the last owo sezsons
we have donared over
£33.,000 ro the main
club - 2 fancastic figure
thar’s the culmination of
a ot of hard work: by
rany people and is re-
ally making 2 difference
o the main chub.

When we repart on
the success of the
Grosvenor Vale
Fanzomes we only in-
clude profics from the-
BB, parking and shirc
raffles... bur of course
another sizeable
benefit is the profics made
bry the social chb.

Whilst we don't know the exact sales, given the
‘nature’ of the parrons on these days, they easily
make the Vale's top 10 trading days. Sarah and her
bar team do a fabulous job.

Some of our donacons will go straight to the club
as just that, 3 donation. However, we will also pur-
chase shares to inorease our shareholding to own
rore of the club that we all love, and we hope o
Increzse chis over the Coming seasons.

On that note, afiter a few weeks off, the
fundraising starts again for the new
SEOFOL

This coming Friday, July 26th we have our sum-
mer “shorts and shades” disco ar the club with tick-
ets £10 on the naght ar £7.50 in advance.

Following that comes the recurn of the fan
favourie Jam tribute act "A Bond called Malice™
on Friday 9th t. Doors open a0 B.45 and ock-
ets can be purchased for £15 in advance or £I7 on
the door.

In caze sjvher of these don't bokde your fancy
then then perhaps our Comedy t on Friday

August 30th mighe appeal? It feanures three op
comeadians who have all featured on TV, with MC

Jonathan Blston joined by lan Seone, Fona Allen
and Paul Tomkinson oo bring laughter o your Fri-
day night. You can purchase tickers for all three of

CO

these evenrs by conmctng Jarmes on 07973 795414,

wealdst

BY MARK RANDALL

EOI]

Supporters Club committee try out the new home dugout for
Definitely no inappropriate jokes about stress-testing in this caption

The Megastore, meanwhile has some new lines in
development which are abour 1o come to fruiton
along with all your favourites. Please come and see
us, just up from DD's burger van, with the ever
popular programme shop just opposice. YWe don't
just sell on maoch days either: you can find us ac
wwwwitmegastore.co.uk and on eBay. We are
always looking for donations so plexse drop in.

Coach travel 2024-25

WWE are looking o run more coaches to away
games this seasom kicking off with with Solibull
Moors on August st and dhen our first ever visic
i the: eco-friendly Mew Lawn Stadium of Foresg
Green Rovers on Seprember 4oh.

The latrer s difficul o ger wo, so why not simply
hop on the coach at the Vale and be dropped off ac
thie stadiurm in the lovely Corswaolds? Look out for
further derils on how o book.

I mendoned in the ‘dugour press release’ that we
zre abways looking for people to help our 2nd | hope
that recent donations may just be the final push for
you to come forward and join the Supporters’ Club
committee. You can help out regularly or just ad
hoc - there is 3 role for you.

Chnithe eve of the new season, we are already
planning cur next donation so please look out for
this in the coming weeks Here's to a successiul
2024125 season and maybe, hopefully, 3 cup run.

U'p the Stones! Mark



