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Defeated Stones ‘didn't
turn up from the start’

By Anthony Matthews

BOBBY Wilkinson admitted Weald-
stone “deserved to lose” after they
slipped to seventh in the National
League South table following a 3-1
defeat at Chippenham Town on Sat-
urday.

The hosts had more intensity to
their game from the outset and led at
half-time through a Kieran Parselle
goal.

The visitors ramped up the pressure
after the break but were punished for
not taking their chances when Josh
Smiles converted a penalty after be-
ing pulled back in the area.

Elliot Charles gave Stones late hope
of salvaging a point but the final goal
of the game was scored by Karnell
Chambers as Town wrapped up the
win to move level on points with their
opponents.

Wilkinson said: “(It was a) very
frustrating game, we deserved to lose.
We have to stand up and be counted,
it was a bad day at the office and we
move on.

“I'm not happy with the manner (of
the defeat) today but the boys have
been brilliant all season. We didn’t
turn up from the start. We will get
back to the training park on Monday
and not dwell on this because we have
two big games coming up.”

The Stones boss made one change

from the side which had won 1-0 at
Hemel Hempstead Town, with Simon
Mensah replacing Jake Sheppard.

But their hosts were clearly in the
mood from the opening whistle and
their first opportunity came when
Chambers fed Natt Jarvis who fired
over.

But the visitors were not so fortu-
nate from Town’s next chance as Par-
selle prodded home after the ball had
broken loose from a corner.

Stones found opportunities hard to
come by in the opening period and
Wilkinson opted to make changes 10
minutes after the break as Fumnaya
Shomotun and Charles were intro-
duced.

The visitors began to intensify the
pressure as Charles saw an effort
cleared off the line before spurning
a great chance to equalise when he
flicked the ball over the line.

Those misses were to prove crucial
as Smiles doubled Chippenham’s
lead from the penalty spot after being
tugged back.

Wilkinson’s side were not finished
though, and after floating inside Sho-
motun played a pass into Charles, who
fired home with two minutes remain-
ing.

Danny Green had a free-kick with
the hosts on the back foot, but a tackle
led to Chambers racing forward and
using Jarvis as a decoy to slot home
for the win.

Stones have an effort on goal in Saturday’s defeat.
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Victory lifts
Borough up
to sixth

HARROW Borough continue to move in
the right direction and sit sixth in the
Southern League Premier Division South
table following Tuesday night's 2-1
victory over Basingstoke Town.

Manager Steve Baker kept faith with the
same starting XI from Saturday’s 2-1
victory at Swindon Supermarine, but it
was soon evident the decision to play a
back four would give the hosts problems
against slick passing, quick-breaking
opponents.

That was underlined in the 14th minute
when a through ball split a square
backline and Jack McKnight lashed home.

The home side were fortunate not to be
further behind at the break, but Baker
reorganised at the break and switched to
3-5-2, with new signing Josh Andrew
introduced for his debut.

The substitute’s impact was to be
instant as he delivered a superb cross for
Ryan Moss to glance home the equaliser
two minutes after the restart.

The initiative had changed and
Basingstoke keeper Colm McAdden
denied Dylan Kearney, while Mitchal
Gough floated an effort narrowly over
before what proved to be the winner
arrived in the 65th minute.

Michael Bryan played the ball wide to
Andrew, he sped past Robert Gerrard
before lifting a delivery into the six-yard
box where Moss rose highest to head in.

Basingstoke rallied before Kearney saw
a goal ruled out for offside, but Harrow
needed a fine reaction save from Hafed
Al-Droubi to deny McKnight to secure the
win.
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