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A battling po

WEALDSTONE withstood heavy
second-half pressure to come away
from Imperial Fields with a pre-
cious point on Saturday after a 1-1
draw with Dulwich Hamlet kept
them in the play-off zone.

The visitors battled throughout
for the share of the spoils, but mat-
ters could and should have been
different if they had capitalised
on several first-half chances when
they were largely dominating pos-
session.

Stones took the lead in the first
half through a Bradley Hudson-
Odoi penalty, while Hamlet equal-
ised with 10 minutes left on the
clock via Anthony Cook in a frantic
second period.

Wealdstone manager  Bobby
Wilkinson said: “It was a game of
two halves and yes we should have
taken our chances in the first 45
minutes.

“There are two teams in every
contest and Dulwich were desperate
to get something out of this game,
they are at home and have the right
to come at us.

“I thought our work rate off the
ball and battling in the second half
to get a very valuable point was out-
standing. The boys showed me the
guts and determination we need
when we are under pressure.”

Stones found plenty of room to
move the ball around early on but

By Anthony Matthews

the first strike on goal came from
the hosts when Nathan Ferguson
forced Jonathan North into a save.

It took 15 minutes for Stones to
find their rhythm but when they
did start to link up Dave Pratt went
desperately close with a header that
came off the woodwork from a fine
Freddie Grant cross.

Dulwich hit back but were stopped
by an excellent piece of defensive
work from Connor Stevens when
Nathen Green got free down the left.

North then held Iffy Allen’s long-
range effort as Stones looked in-
creasingly comfortable.

And that feeling of strength was
turned into the lead in the 22nd
minute when Pratt was walloped in
the face by the boot of a defender in
the box and the referee had no hesi-
tation in pointing to the spot.

Hudson-Odoi despatched the pen-
alty with ease, beating Preston Ed-
wards low to the keeper’s right.

Grant then missed a great oppor-
tunity to double Stones’ lead when
he blazed wide from a corner.

The visitors continued to press
and Pratt’s close-range effort was
stopped superbly by Edwards as the
half closed.

The second period was an alto-
gether different affair as the hosts

Int after not
making superiority count

Bradley Hudson-Odoi was on target for the Stones from the penalty spot in

Saturday’s draw.

went for all-out attack that would
stop their opponents from breaking
out.

Stones’ attacking threat was in-
creasingly nullified as Hamlet
turned up the heat, but the away
side continued to deal with every-
thing that was coming at them.

The heat on the visitors’ goal be-
came incessant though, as they
dropped ever deeper and North was
to excel with a superb tip over to
keep his side in front.

However, the continual pressure

finally told as Dulwich equalised
when Cook was put clear and rifled
past North from 15 yards.

The visitors continued to battle
away and had a great chance in add-
ed time when Pratt knocked down
for Reece Mitchell but he blazed
over from just outside the box.

Meanwhile, Stones have been
drawn at home to Great Wakering
Rovers in the FA Cup second quali-
fying round.

The tie is due to be played on Sat-
urday, September 22.

Off-colour
Borough
knocked out

HARROW SEE FA CUP HOPES END IN
DISAPPOINTING HORNCHURCH DEFEAT

HARROW Borough produced their worst
performance of the season as they
weakly exited the FA Cup at the first
qualifying round stage with a 1-0 defeat
at AFC Hornchurch on Saturday.

Although it was a tough draw and
Harrow had reason to feel aggrieved at
some of the refereeing, they were left to
reflect on a failure to produce a chance of
note against a side who were far from at
their best.

After a flat start by Borough, the rest of
the first half was evenly contested but
largely lacking in goalmouth action. The
visitors’ efforts saw Ryan Haugh head
over twice, Lewis Cole’s ambitious effort
from a narrow angle fly over and George
Moore shoot at the keeper.

Harrow started the second half
positively but what was to prove the
game's decisive moment arrived in the
49th minute when Moore was left
exposed as a deep cross came in from
the right and Brad Warner beat him
before firing past Hafed Al-Droubi.

Borough had plenty of time to recover
but their play largely lacked composure,
although they almost equalised with six
minutes of normal time remaining when
substitute Harry Rush shot inches wide
after a one-two with Anthony 0’Connor.

The visitors were to be left aggrieved
after the referee failed to deal with time-
wasting from Homchurch, although nine
minutes of stoppage time were to be
added as Borough's cup hopes ended in
disappointing fashion.
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